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The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working around
Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area

The Old Library — a new cinema and arts hub for Acton

A two-year battle to turn Acton’s
Old Library into a new cinema
and arts hub has won the go-
ahead from Ealing councillors.

The Acton Arts Centre Project
(AACP) was one of five bids
examined by Ealing Council; and
the recommendation of officers
that the AACP bid was the best
was unanimously green-lit.

Council Leader Julian Bell said
the project was about improving
the area, not simply about finan-
cial return, and that there was
significant community support.

The Project group, entirely
made up of Acton residents, is
now drawing up a full planning
application to make the Old
Library a two-screen cinema, cafe
-bar and arts centre. And we're
urgently engaging in a range of
vital fund-raising activities.

News and Spacehive info on
how to pledge financial support is
available at actonartsproject.com.
Pledges are heading towards
£50k. Local business pledges and
other grants will help meet the
funding needed to make a start.

Doug Carnegie

—

TRANSFORM THE OLD ACTON LIBRARY|

Let's make this happen|

& DONATE at
m.spacehlve.con#a-dnema-fm

Full conversion of the 120-year-
old building will cost about £1m.
We have applied for matched-
funding from the GLA’s Good
Growth Fund.

This is a major victory for local
common sense and ambition. It is
also a really positive deterrent to
civic fatalism about what’s
happening in Acton.

However you feel you can help
to turn this approval into a must-
visit venue, please back AACP to
make it happen. We're not short

of ideas and theyre always
welcome, but money is what will
get this off the ground.

Up and running it will pay for
itself. Getting it up and running
is the next battle. The library is a
Grade 2 listed building—a great
space which really needs to be
opened up again.

Urban studies world-wide show
that arts and leisure hubs in
failing district centres do more
than provide a cultural experi-
ence. They boost local shops and
businesses by making entertain-
ment a motive for hitting the
High Street. And they stimulate
the night-time economy.

The group hopes to have the
cinema and workspaces opera-
tional within two years, but the
date would depend on what shape
the building is currently in.

You can find out more at a
public meeting at St Mary's
Church on Thursday 7 November
at 7.30pm. Please join us—and do
your bit to get one of the best
buildings in the borough back in
use for the people of Acton!

Churchfield Community Association AGM & Open meeting

‘Wednesday 20 November 2019

Doors open 7.15pm

St Mary’s Hall, The Mount, W3 (opposite Morrisons)

(Including a delicious Lebanese buffet & drink)

8pm: ‘Action Stations on the Climate Crisis’
We discuss the biggest threat to our future and what we can do about 1t locally.

Our speakers:

4 Trevor Sharman, Ealing Transition (‘The power of doing stuff—facing Climate Disruption’)
¢ Hazel Mason, Extinction Rebellion (‘Heading for Extinction and what to do about it’)




Churchfield Community Association

Lights on the main path in Acton Park

Maureen Colledge

Our proposal to light the main
north-south path in Acton
Park has been agreed by
Ealing Council.

This has come about thanks
to more than 340 local people
who signed our online petition
or paper petition, combined
with the support of Ark Byron
Primary Academy and East
Acton Safer Neighbourhood
Police team.

The proposal received back-
ing from East Acton Ward
Forum on 15t October and
will be funded from their
budget. We have no timetable
yet for the work to be done but
want it soon as the nights are
getting darker.

We decided to ask for lights
after seeing groups of parents
waiting on the path in the
dark for their children at the
school last winter.

There is also much greater
use of the path by local people
and commuters now that the
school is in place, bringing
more footfall.

We asked for lights to be
sited so that residents in the
buildings either end of the
path are not affected. Our
proposal was for energy
efficient, wildlife  friendly
lights on a time-switch to be
installed.

We may not get all that we
asked for, but have been told
that the lighting will be
similar to that in Southfield
Recreation  Ground. More
extensive lights on paths have
operated there for several
years, after residents made a
strong representation through
their Ward Forum.
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CCA Email Group — Have you switched?
Our email group has changed format.
To continue to be part of our very useful email network,
sign up to the new system.

Please go to https://mailmanlists.uk/mailman/listsinfo/cca

and sign in to connect.

EVENTS

See: www.churchfield.org
Find us on Facebook

If you have any ideas for social
activities, please contact our chair,
Chris Hurley: actonhurleys@waol.com

SPECIAL EVENTS

New Cinema and Arts Hub:
Thursday 7 November, 7.30pm

at St Mary’s Church

Find out more about the AACP
conversion plans for the old library

CCA AGM & Open Meeting:
Wednesday 20 November, 7.15pm
at St Mary’s Hall, The Mount

A delicious Lebanese buffet, short
AGM, and 8pm an open discussion:
‘Action on the Climate Crisis’

Pass On A Poem:
Sunday 8 December, 7 for 7.30pm
Read a poem or come and listen.

Contact: lindal02taylor@gmail.com

CCA Christmas Party:

Monday 9 December, 7pm to 1Ipm
A lovely evening in the newly
redecorated dining area of The
Rocket. Enjoy a delicious buffet
and free first drink. Cost: £20
Tickets MUST be bought in advance
Contact Maureen Colledge:

bayscolledge@talktalk.net; 020 8992
0287; 07963 909814; or at the AGM

CCA Quiz and Buffet:
Date to be confirmed at L’Oriental.
Contact: Paul Talbot

paultalbot1961@gmail.com
ACTON HISTORY GROUP

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/
Details: David Bays
020 8992 0287; 07952839653
Free to members; non-members: £2
(Membership £10 a year)
All meetings: 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays,
St Mary’s Church Hall, near Morrisons

The Two Countesses of Acton:
Derwentwater and Landsfeld:
Kyria-Josephine Sewell
Wednesday 13 November

Sue Peach on:

The ‘Rocket’, Victoria Road—
what it was & where is it?

+ Christmas Party

Wednesday 11 December

The Labour Movement in West
London, 1918-70:

Barbara Humphries

Wednesday 8 January
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The Oaks shopping centre

Not far from where I live is a
shopping centre which has every
shop you could ever dream of —
and more. It's such a big place
you can easily get lost. Or you can
spend time refreshing yourself
with a meal or cuppa from the
extensive choice of eating and
drinking facilities.

However, the editor has asked
me to write about The Oaks, not
Westfield, which i1s a rather
different experience. There are no
eating or drinking facilities — in
fact no facilities at all! No plants,
no greenery, nowhere to sit — just
endless white walls, which oddly
gives it the feel of the previous

Oaks which was demolished.

So, what of the shops? Iceland
is useful if you like to stock up
the freezer. Superdrug, again, is
handy for certain items. Both of
these were, [ think, in the
previous version of the Oaks.

Well, let’s go to the new kids
on the block: Lidl and Wilko. I
have to confess that Wilko is one
of my favourite shops and I am
very happy not to have to trek to
West Ealing any more. Wilko
sells useful things, like bubble
wrap and water filters, that are

Chris Hurley

Iceland

A shopping centre to dream of...?

so much cheaper than anywhere
else. It's a good addition for
Acton.

What of Lidl? We were so
excited to hear it was coming. I
went on the opening day and it
was fab: full shelves, lots of staff,
competitive prices. At last it
seemed that Morrisons would
have some serious competition.

What a disappointment, then,
when I returned on a recent
Sunday! It was heaving with
people; there were no staff in
sight; and, worst of all, nothing

much on the shelves. I left, and
went to Morrisons. Hopefully,
this is just a one-off bad
experience — but the jury is
currently out.

And what of the much-
anticipated Marks and Spencer
Simply Food?

The latest from Rupa Huq is
as follows: “I'm afraid my
enquiries to Marks and Spencer
re their opening date have not
been great—they can no longer
commit to one. Projections for the
store show it as loss-making, so
it’s now part of a review. No final
decision but looks like they are
wriggling out of it.”

A Post Office in the Centre
would be a great addition, also
customer toilets, some benches
and some greenery. A clothes
shop 1s also much needed.
Peacocks, which was in the old
Oaks, is missed.

Some different pop-up shops,
perhaps, and a tea or coffee shop.
That way residents would be
more likely to spend time
shopping in Acton rather than

jumping on a bus to Westfield.

Friary Park redevelopment update

Jan Gayle-Farlow, Chair: CANForum

Friary Park is a red brick estate
built by Laings for first-time
home owners more than 30 years
ago. Its mixture of studio through
to four-bed homes was ideal.
During the intervening years,
upkeep of homes on the estate has
not been as diligent as it should
have been. Which brings us to the
present day when development
over renovation is preferred.
Central Acton Neighbourhood
Forum (CANForum) recently at-
tended the presentation by
Catalyst and Mount Anvil to

redevelop Friary Park Estate
prior to their submitting the
planning application to LBE.

This is a huge development for
Acton, providing more than nine
hundred homes; the highest block
will be 24 storeys. It will all be
built on land where there are
currently about 250 dwellings.
Plans show it will take approxi-
mately eight years to complete.

However, very many studies,
clearly demonstrate that high rise
developments do not create or
encourage communities.

CANForum has put forward our
concerns about the lack of infra-
structure, amenities and green
space in the planning application.
There is also shadowing from the
tall buildings and loss of privacy
for those residents whose homes
will be overlooked by some of the
new buildings.

Many comments from across
Acton were added to the planning
portal. It was heartening to see
people showing their passion for
what constitutes agreeable com-
munity living.

»> Keep an eye on the CCA website — www.churchfield.org
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_JotN THE CCA

4+ Vote at meetings
+ Receive invitations to members’ events

+ Join the CCA email group
Annual Membership fee (Standing orders only)

Single/Business — £5 (£2 concessions)
Household - £7.50

Acton Central ticket office under threat — again!

You may remember that last year
London Overground planned to
close fifty-one ticket offices. We
were part of a huge campaign to
save them, as we all know what a
valuable service they perform.

The Mayor said he would keep
them open, so we assumed the
threat was over. But, no — London
Overground are now planning to
cut the hours at forty-five

Chris Hurley

stations, including Acton Central,
and to close the ticket offices
completely at Brondesbury, West
Hampstead and White Hart
Lane.

Acton Central is facing an 85%
cut in hours, from the current
84% to 12. This means that most
ticket offices will only be open
from 7.30-10.30am Monday to
Friday.

If the cuts go ahead, stations
will become less safe and secure.
Many people, including some
elderly and disabled passengers,
will struggle to get advice and
tickets.

Please help to save the ticket
offices again by signing the online
petition:

http:/bit.ly/rmt petition

Pitting our wits at the CCA quiz
Paul Talbot

Our quiz on 12th October had a
fine array of teams: Acton
Suspiciously, Famous Five Plus
One, Impeachmints, Lidl Acorn
Two, and Maldon Salts. Plus, a
stand-in ‘glamorous assistant’
by the name of Chris Hurley.

There were rounds on: Airline
Logos, Airport Codes, CEOs,
Ingredients, the Human Body,
Scout Badges, & Wales.

Concentrated quizzers battle for success

The music round was “Tunes
from the Movies’. There were
five teams of six in a very close
contest, with only 6.5 points
between the last placed and
first placed team.

The winning team was Lidl
Acorns Two. They scored 106.5
points.

CCA Christmas P
Monday 9th December 2019,

in the newly redecorated dining area of The Rocket
11-13 Churchfield Road, Acton W3 6BD — 7pm to 11pm.
We are looking forward to a lovely evening.
Tickets — £20 per head, for a delicious buffet & free first glass of wine or sparkling water.
Tickets must be bought in advance, and will be available at the CCA AGM
(Wednesday 20" November), or by contacting Maureen Colledge
bayscolledge@talktalk.net (020 8992 0287; 07963 909814).




