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The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working around
Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area

A Cinema for Acton — the next step

We have been writing about the
Old Library on Acton High Street
for a few years. It has been closed
since March 2014. The Curzon
group pulled out of a plan to take
it over as part of a scheme that
involved more flats.

When that failed, Acton Arts
Project was formed by members of
the local community. They have
worked hard to raise support and
to persuade Ealing Council to let
them start a new scheme based
on leasing the premises.

That is the history. But now, as
of the middle of June 2020, the
first planning application has
been submitted and validated by
the council.

The next step is for it to go
through their formal processes
over the next two months to
obtain planning permission. The
proposal is to have, on the ground
floor, two screens with seating for
up to 92 and 66 people, plus two

| We first raised the issue of
| lights in Acton Park with the
4 Ward Forums.
& 2019, East Acton Ward Forum
agreed to fund the lights.

The final electrical connec-
tion was made on 27 May
2020. Eight LED lamp posts
are now connected and were
tested on 3 June.

Paul Webster

Plan 6f proposed new development in the Qld Library

wheelchair positions in each, as
well as a bar/snack area.

Scaffolding will be going up
soon, as maintenance work starts
on the roof and gutters. There is
still a long way to go and more
funds to be raised, but the scheme
is making good progress.

You can keep up to date with
Acton Arts Project’s progress at

Acton Park light project

David Wootton
MAC address.
In October commissioned

Autumn.

Each lamp has a unique §

grammed, each of the eight §
lights can have on/off and
dates for winter lighting set.
We hope that all eight new &8
lamp posts will be active this [H&

actonartsproject.com. There 1s a
link to the planning application:
reference 202045FUL.

Please add your support for the
application in the Planning Portal
‘comments’ section by 21 July:
https://pam.ealing.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do
?activeTab=documents&keyVal=
QB1FY1JMMQBOO

When fully §
and pro-



https://actonartsproject.com
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Virtual quizzes
Paul Talbot

Quiz master welcomes regulars

Who'd have thought that, three
months into lockdown, I'd have
been hosting a Zoom Quiz each
Saturday, for ten or eleven
weeks at the time of writing.

Normally we host ‘face to face’
quizzes at the wonderful
L’Oriental three or four times a
year, which gave me several
weeks to dream up ideas for quiz
rounds rather than a matter of
days.

Luckily, now that 'm mainly
working from home during lock-
down, I have enough time to
come up with ideas every
Saturday, sometimes by the skin
of my teeth!

I wasn’t sure how popular the
quizzes would be, but it’'s been
great to see so many people
participating each week. Some
very regular faces are joined by
the occasional newbie, some of
whom also become regulars.

Round 1: identify the car logos

We get around 25 weekly
players: some playing by them-
selves; some 1n household or
bubble teams; others in socially
distanced teams using Whats-
App to exchange their answers.

It’s as easy as falling off a log
to participate. You just click on
the link I send each week and,
hey presto, you join the group.
I've managed to add in picture
and music rounds. Everyone
loved Eurovision Music!

We welcome new people. There
are no prizes and you mark your
own answers. I hope people who
take part would say it’s just a bit
of fun, and a great way to break
the boredom of seeing repeats of
football matches on the telly.

So, if you want to join in, just
look out for my Zoom Quiz
invitation on the CCA email
group, or email me at paultalbot
1961@gmail.com

L’Oriental planning application
Chris Hurley

There is a planning application
currently with Ealing Council
to convert the space occupied by
L'Oriental restaurant in
Churchfield Road into an
apartment, mostly below
ground.

The restaurant owner, Tony,
who 1s a CCA member, has
been asking for local help with
his wish to keep his
restaurant where it is.

Many CCA members have
rallied to his cause as it is a
well-liked local eatery, as well
as home for the popular CCA
quiz nights, before lockdown.
L’Oriental also supplies food for
the CCA AGM each year.

To date, 297 objections to the
plans have been lodged. Tony
has not yet heard the outcome
of the application, but would
like to thank everyone for their
support. We will update you
when we know more.
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¢ CCA Zoom Quiz:

¢ Putt and Picnic in the Park:

¢ Local Walk:

¢ CCA Summer Party:

¢ *AGM & talk

¢ *Ealing in Fifty Buildings’:

EVENTS

See: www.churchfield.org
Find us on Facebook

If you have any ideas for social
activities, please contact our chair,
Chris Hurley: actonhurleys@aol.com

SPECIAL EVENTS

Saturdays 8:15pm
Contact: Paul Talbot
paultalbot1961@gmail.com

Wednesday 15 July; 5to 8 pm
Book the Putt. Bring Own Food.
Contact: Maureen 07963 909814

Sunday 26 July, 2pm

To help maintain local walking;
from Acton Park, about 4 miles.
Contact: Maureen 07963 909814

Friday 21 August TBC;

6.00 to 8.30pm

Meet friends and neighbours in a
lovely local garden. Bring food and
drink to share. A collection will be
made for the Sepsis Trust, our host’s
charity. BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Contact: Maureen 07963 909814;

bayscolledge@talktalk.net
ACTON HISTORY GROUP

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/
Details: David Bays
020 8992 0287; 07952839653
Free to members; non-members: £2
(Membership £10 a year)
All meetings: 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays,
St Mary’s Church Hall, near Morrisons

‘Mr Gee’s Llamas in Acton’:
Linda Davis
Wednesday 9 September

Talk by Paul Lang
Wednesday 14 October

*To check Covid-19 restrictions won’t
affect meeting: info@actonhistory.co.uk

Invitation from Mill Hill Park
Residents Association (MHPRA)

A Virtual ‘Unveiling’ of the Plaque to
Artist Margaret Dovaston, former
resident of 51 Avenue Gardens: her
life, achievements and examples of the
range of her work:
http://millhillparkacton.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/Virtual-
Unveiling-Dovaston.pdf
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Birds in lockdown — from an Acton garden

Spring 2020 has been like no
other spring. And as we slip into
summer, perhaps one good thing
to look back on has been the
delight of birds.

While we were confined, so they
flew free beyond our windows,
and their songs seemed louder as
competing sounds were silenced.

In the garden, robins and
blackbirds, anxious to feed young
with ground baked hard by May
sun, came close to snatch gifted
mealworms. Woodpigeons lumber-
ed around, circling ever nearer to
steal a share.

Great tits sped to and fro,
tending to nestbox young, as
magpies, crows and jays came
hunting. A collared dove fluttered
in for a bird-bath brush up. Then
a couple of feral pigeons rolled up,
sighting scattered sunflower
seeds.

Dunnocks patrolled the patch
for insects; blue tits hung upside
down in the hawthorn. All around
were coal tits, goldfinches,

starlings and a wren.

Jean Clarke

Great Spotted Woodpecker

Screaming swifts flew high
overhead, and raucous ring-
necked parakeets, were noisiest
as they sped to their Wormwood
Scrubs night roost.

Great spotted woodpeckers
visited peanut feeders from the
nature corridor that 1is the
Overground railway. Twice, small
skeins of geese were guided south.
And now blackcaps have joined in
an avian summer sport, raiding
the raspberry bushes.

Tomato bonanza

Maureen Colledge

Want to know more about birds?
Covid-19 has halted group
activities but birders still upload
photos online. The British Trust
for Ornithology is offering free
membership of its Garden
BirdWatch survey — a great way
to share observations and aid
research.

British Trust for Ornithology:
https//www.bto.org/

Ealing Wildlife Group:
ealingwildlifegroup.com
Marylebone Birdwatching
Society: www.birdsmbs.org.uk
Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds:
https//ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/
centrallondon

hitpss//ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/
nwlondon/

An excess of small tomato plants grown from seed in April
led, via an offer on the CCA mailing group, to twenty-two
local households receiving free plants of Heritage or
Cottage Garden Society varieties.

These should be growing well now in larger pots, grow
bags or the soil. My photo shows mine in a reusable grow
bag bought at a garden centre.

Apart from ‘currant’ varieties, it’s best to grow them up
canes, tying in the main stem and side-shooting. This
involves pinching out shoots that grow between the leaves
and the main stem (as seen near the top of the leaning
plant in the photo). Even if the side shoots have become
quite big, it is worth taking them off as the plant then
puts all its energy into the main stem and its tomatoes.

Feed them occasionally with seaweed feed or a
proprietary tomato feed. When you have four or five
trusses of flowers on the main stem, pinch off the plant
top to encourage fruit formation.

—

Tomato plants in a reusable grow bag

Bon appétit and, if yours do well, please send some
photos on the CCA email group.
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_JoIN THE CCA

¢ Vote at meetings

To contact the CCA secretary:
Email: hello@churchfield.org
Website: www.churchfield.org

The newsletter of the
Churchfield Community

4 Receive invitations to members’ events

¢ Join the CCA email group

jation (CCA) Issue 50,
Associa ( Annual Membership fee (Standing orders only)

Summer 2020

Single/Business — £5 (£2 concessions)
Household — £7.50

Local bees ... dealing with swarms

Ealing and District Beekeepers Association

Swarms might appear any time
between April and August,
depending on the season, area
and conditions within the hive.
They are clusters of honey-bees
about the size of a football and
may contain around 5,000 to
15,000 individual bees.

The swarm can settle on a
bush, tree, wall or even a
lamppost. They can appear at
about noon on warm, dry, wind-
free days.

Swarming is a natural occur-
rence, and swarms are often
good-natured because they have
just eaten a lot of honey. They
shouldn’t present a risk if you
don’t interfere with them.

About 15,000 bees in a hawthorn tree in the
evening, twelve feet above the ground
(photo by JC)

But don’t try to handle a
swarm if you are not an
experienced beekeeper. Local
beekeepers may collect a swarm
free of charge as it will provide
a new honey-producing colony.

However, if the swarm is
inaccessible or the bees have
moved into a cavity, such as a
wall, chimney or tree hollow,
then it may not be possible to
collect.

The easiest way to get a local
swarm collector to come and
collect the swarm is by going to
the BBKA (British Beekeepers’
Association) ‘Find a Swarm
Collector’ page. By providing a
postcode, it will give you a list
of local swarm collectors.

Tower block developments latest

courtesy of Ealing Matters June 2020 Newsletter

The 990-flat Friary Park scheme
was given final approval by the
GLA’s Deputy Mayor on 14 April.

This was despite lobbying by
CANForum and demands for
Ealing Council to explain the
absence of an Environmental
Impact Assessment.

A planning application has
gone in, for eleven blocks on a
narrow strip of land by the tracks
into Acton Town station. 852 flats
are planned, in structures from
four to twenty-five storeys.

Ealing Matters, a borough-wide
alliance of community and

residents’ groups, in conjunction
with Red Block Rebels, have

created a short video tour of
tower block developments built or
planned for the borough.

Called Ealing — The Sky’s the
Limit, and available on YouTube,
the film uses 3D modelling to
build each development and
superimpose it on Google Earth
views. As of 21 June 2020 it has
been watched 7,000 times.

> > Keep an eye on the CCA website — www.churchfield.org
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