
Developers of The Oaks site in 

Churchfield Road have agreed to 

come and meet CCA members to 

explain their proposals and listen 

to what local residents and 

businesses have to say. 

The meeting will be on Monday 

18  July at 7.30 pm upstairs at the 

Rocket in Churchfield Road. 

By then the developers will 

have submitted their planning 

application after their initial 

consultation with local people. 

The original plans show a huge 

development of about 124 

residential units—a mix of one, 

two  and  three  bedroom 

apartments. This rises to ten 

storeys in the centre of the plot 

and is higher than the rest of the 

buildings where it faces onto 

Churchfield Road. 

The proposal also includes 

retail development, including 

space for a national supermarket 

chain and about 300 car parking 

spaces. There is currently no 

proposal to put the car parking 

underground, which might reduce 

the height and scale of the 

appearance of the project, as this 

is seen by the developers as too 

expensive. There is a proposal to 

have a pathway through from 

Churchfield Road to the High 

Street, which some may 

welcome. 

  No-one would suggest that 

the current Oaks site and car 

park is an asset to Acton and a 

good development must be 

welcome. However, anxious 

about the sheer scale and 

height of the proposal, 

concerns have been raised by 

Derwentwater parents and 

others worried about the 

impact on local schools, health 

and transport infrastructure. 

And habitués of St Mary’s 

Churchyard fear the development 

will swamp their green oasis.   

 The CCA hopes the developers 

will take this opportunity to 

inspire members with the 

project’s potential and to allay 

concerns about its impact on the 

neighbourhood. 
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Sara Nathan 

According to Acton 

Regeneration Company : 

   The development will—  

♦ Improve the quality and mix of 

shops in Acton 

♦ Provide new homes including 

affordable homes in the town 

centre 

♦ Improve the character and safety 

of the area 

♦ Attract more visitors to the Town 

Centre, increase the time they 

spend and boost businesses 

♦ Improve the existing public 

gardens and provide new safe 

pedestrian links  

♦ Invest around £60m in the local 

economy 

 

For further information contact: 

rebekah@maddoxassociates.co.uk 

������������ Acton Carnival: Saturday 9 July—can you give a hand on the CCA stall? 

We need: costume jewellery, good bric-a-brac and tombola prizes  

(contact Nancy—nduin@nancyduin.net; 020 8993 4294) 

Indicative view of Churchfield Road 

with new development to the left 

The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working 
around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area  
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EVENTS  
See: www.churchfield.org 

E: churchfield@toucansurf.com 

Find us on Facebook 

REGULAR EVENTS 

♦ ‘First Wednesday’ Socials 

from 8pm:                     

Informal meetings for those 

who live or work in the area:                       

6 July: George & Dragon,         

3 August: The Station House     

7 September: L’Oriental            

5 October: The Rocket                   

2 November: King’s Head           

(see website for details) 

♦ Graffiti paint-out:           

The council is now getting rid 

of graffiti quickly; if you spot 

any, contact Sara Nathan: 

0777 564 4134 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

♦ Derwentwater School Fete          

Shakespeare Road           

Friday 8 July, 6-9pm  

♦ Acton Carnival               

Acton Park—Saturday 9 July                         

The CCA will be running its 

usual stall. Come and see us!      

♦ Guided History Walk      

Meet at the King’s Head  

Sunday 17 July, 3pm          

King’s Head to King’s Arms            

♦ Oaks Development Meeting 

Upstairs at The Rocket    

Monday 18 July, 7.30pm      

♦ Wine Tasting   (£12) 

The Rocket, Churchfield Road                 

Friday 23 Sept, 7 for 7.30      

Book early to ensure a place 

pbruyer@toucansurf.com 

♦ CCA Quiz  (£2)   Venue TBC           

Friday 14 October,  7 for 7.30                      

Pit your knowledge and wits 

against the mighty Troels  

♦ Acton Christmas Fair    

Saturday 10 December, 11-4pm 

Contact Nancy Duin if you 

want to take part (020 8993 

4294; nduin@nancyduin.net)  

How lucky we are!  On 

Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday, we can stroll 

along Churchfield Road 

and, at the end, see the 

bright canopies of the 

Market.   

There you will see, 

regular as clockwork, 

Richard and Kelly 

Webster. Their stall is 

filled to the brim with 

fresh fruit and veg, and 

they are ready and 

welcoming. 

 The colours are 

glorious:  oranges, 

grapes, green vege-

tables, root vegetables, 

potatoes, and nuts at 

Christmas. It is all 

fresh, top quality 

produce, and at a good 

price.  

Richard has been up 

since 3 am, at the 

wholesale market, 

buying goods for the 

stall and to supply the 

n e e d s  o f  l o c a l 

restaurants, pubs and 

traders. He then sets 

out the stall ready for 

us to buy by 8 am. 

Richard and Kelly 

live in Acton with their 

children. They were 

born and bred here, and 

greengrocery is deep in 

Richard’s blood.  

  He previously ran 

stalls in Kingston’s 

Apple Market and in 

St. Albans. In the 

1960’s his Nan and 

Granddad ran the 

greengrocers in Crown 

Street; his Dad had a 

shop in South Acton. 

 Kelly and Richard 

love the market. They 

look forward to each 

week and their many 

regular customers. 

Isn’t this just what 

Community is about?  

Friendly people with 

time to chat while 

selling us our fresh 

fruit and veg.   

                                            Fresh Fruit & VegFresh Fruit & VegFresh Fruit & VegFresh Fruit & Veg 
Susanne Hickmott 

Richard and Kelly Webster’s market stall 

The new bike repair place by Acton 

Central level crossing had about five 

men bending over bike frames and 

twiddling spanners when I took my bike 

down to have the saddle adjusted and 

gears fixed.  

They were helpful and efficient, and did 

the business. Best of all, they also 

repaired my lawn mower, even though 

they don’t usually do that.  

The building, rented from the railway, is 

like an old fashioned garage. Festooned 

with bikes of all shapes and sizes, it is 

instantly likeable—and the welcome is 

warm.       

 Got a punctureGot a punctureGot a punctureGot a puncture————call the bike shop!call the bike shop!call the bike shop!call the bike shop! 

Photo: Ian Green 

In the office: the owner Martin, his 

wife Carmen and mechanic Riccardo  

Bicycle Repair Station, Churchfield Road, Acton W3. 07960208943  

Maureen Colledge 

Photo: Tom Doran 
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New lease of life for Goldsmiths’ Almshouses  

Maureen Colledge 

Seeing the Goldsmiths’ Alms-

houses renovated is like 

seeing an old friend with 

roses in her cheeks after a 

long illness. The Alms-

houses had been looking 

rather sad in recent years, 

with graffiti on the side 

entrances and a forlorn air.  

Luxury developer, Charter-

house, is renovating 18 

houses: 15 one-bed with a list 

price of £375,000 and 3 two-

bed including the chapel.  

On Saturday 14 May, the first two 

properties and the grounds were on 

show. The large back garden, rarely 

seen by non-residents, is lovely. It is 

an old orchard with its surrounding 

high brick wall dotted with fruit 

trees and old English shrubs. The 

original grand blue water pump is 

preserved in a side courtyard. 

Unashamedly bijoux, the proper-

ties have been renovated to a high 

standard; with kitchen, lounge, 

double bedroom and bathroom. 

The site dates from the 17th 

Century when it was owned by 

Goldsmith John Perryn. He lived in 

East Acton Manor house, the 

grounds of which now contain the 

Park Club, a school, Virgin Active 

and allotments. When he died, the 

land passed to the Goldsmiths’ 

Company which, in 1811, erected 

the first 12 almshouses, adding the 

rest in 1838. 

  In the 1850s, the North and 

South Western Junction Railway 

bought land from the Gold-

smiths for its line through 

Acton’s common fields. The 

land was sold on condition 

that: a train station be built 

to provide a daily service of 

passenger trains and a lane 

be built as far as the 

Almshouses. The result was 

Acton Central Station and 

East Churchfield Road. In 

1981, English Heritage gave 

the almshouses Grade II* 

listing. 

The chapel will be the hardest 

challenge for the developers. Where 

will the light come from, as there 

are hardly any windows? What will 

they do with the old mortuary at 

the rear?  

I have a slight twinge of sadness 

that the chapel could not be for 

community use—a restaurant or 

café perhaps? However, the 

renovation is welcomed, and if you 

are interested in buying, contact 

Barnard Marcus!  

  Photo: Tom Doran 

The results of the 

consultation on changing 

the CPZ hours of Zones K 

and K1 are now in. Of the 

20% who replied to the  

council’s questionnaire: 

♦46% voted for having 

shorter hours when 

restrictions would be in 

force (one in the morning, 

one in the afternoon) 

♦33% wanted to keep the 

existing hours (9.30-5.30) 

♦9% wanted longer hours. 

♦Zone K1 voted over-

whelmingly (70%) for 

retaining their existing 

shorter hours: (9-10; 3-4) 

Most of the area around 

Churchfield Road, where 

we leafleted residents, 

voted for reduced hours. 

T h e  r e s u l t s  a r e 

graphically shown in the 

map produced by the 

council, which can be seen 

at:  www.churchfield.org. 

The next step is to 

persuade councillors from 

the four wards in Zone K  

(Acton Central, East 

Acton, South Acton and 

Southfields) to adopt the 

shorter hours. The CCA 

will be campaigning for 

this to happen as soon as 

possible. 

Local residents were 

elated when Ealing 

Planning Committee 

unanimously rejected the 

proposal  for development 

at 91 Shakespeare Road 

on three distinct and 

sound grounds.  

But the battle does not 

end there. The developer 

has put in an appeal to the 

Planning Inspectorate on 

the grounds that the 

Council took too long to 

reach a decision. The 

hearing is likely to be in 

early September. 

We now learn that Alvin 

Ormonde (Alvin@ppms.co. 

uk) the current developer’s 

planning advisor, has put 

in a second set of plans for 

the same plot, which the 

Council are treating as a 

separate proposal.  

If this proposal is either 

rejected by Planning 

Committee, or they take 

more than eight weeks to 

decide, then there will be 

another appeal. This 

process is at taxpayers’ 

expense. Meanwhile, the 

developer can keep 

submitting proposals and 

appealing. 

     Stop Press!! 

The developer has put 

in for a demolition order.   

The campaign continues. 

    Planning PermissionPlanning PermissionPlanning PermissionPlanning Permission        Parking ConsultationParking ConsultationParking ConsultationParking Consultation    
Mark Deitch Nancy Duin 

������������ KEEP AN EYE ON THE CCA WEBSITE—www.churchfield.org 



                        Troels TriumphTroels TriumphTroels TriumphTroels Triumph    
Being a CCA  member:  

♦ You can vote at meetings 

♦ You’ll receive invitations 

to members’ events  

♦ You can join the Acton 

Central email group.  

Membership fee:  

£8 (£3.50 unwaged and   

pensioners)  

£5 direct debit (£2 unwaged 

and pensioners) 

Printed by:   

Blissetts Print 

Newsletter edited by:  

Linda Taylor  
(lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk) 

  

To contact the CCA:  

Secretary: Paul Talbot 

Email:  churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk 

CCA email group: 
Actoncentralemailgroup@yahoogroups.com 

Website: www.churchfield.org 

The newsletter of the
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CCA bag: 

Free to mem-

bers. Email or 

see website 

   Celebrating Acton’s History 

Acton History Group celebrated 

25 years on 8 June with an 

exhibition and refreshments. 

Newly elected mayor John 

Gallagher and MP, Angie Bray, 

attended and helped cut the cake. 

The Group emerged from a 

WEA evening class in 1986. It 

was inspired and organised by ex-

teachers Tom and Averil Harper 

who have written a succession of 

booklets about Acton’s past. They 

also organised funds to restore 

Acton’s old pump, which now sits  

safely outside St. Mary’s Church. 

The Group’s magazine and two 

books on the local area—Tin Hats, 

Food Rations and Doodle Bugs 

and Waitrose: Seeking to attain 

Perfection—are widely praised. A 

recent exhibition in Acton Library 

celebrated the centenary of the 

death of Passmore Edwards, 

benefactor of Acton Library and 

the  Co ttage  Hospi ta l  in 

Gunnersbury Lane.  

To find out about activities: 

www.actonhistory.co.uk. To join, 

email: info@actonhistory.co.uk 

(see ‘Events’ for  walk on 17 July). 

I made the decision to spread the 

word about yard sales after 

helping my friend, Nicola, to hold 

one last summer in front of her 

house in Shepherd’s Bush.  

In mid-May I planned my own 

yard sale. By the time the day 

arrived, it had turned into a 

community event—the Poet’s 

Corner yard sale—with about ten 

households taking  part.        

 People talked to neighbours 

they had never met before. One 

woman told me she was delighted 

to find an activity which took her 

teenage daughter away from her 

computer and TV for a couple of 

hours. Younger children sold their 

old toys and were thrilled to earn 

some extra pocket money. Another 

friend was delighted to sell an 

unwanted combination microwave 

oven for £20.  

Since some of the items sold 

could have ended up at the dump, 

yard sales could help our 

overstretched wallets, as well as 

providing money for charities. 

Many households made over 

£150, some donating profits (£200 

went to the Japan Society Tohoku 

Earthquake Relief Fund). 

A yard sale is a fun activity. To 

find out more, visit our website: 

londonyardsale.co.uk, or email: 

theteam@londonyardsale.co.uk. 

                                            Down in the dumps? Have a yard sale! 

David Bays 

Five teams battled it out at the Kalinka 

Supper Quiz in April. Maldon Salts, Acton 

Impulse, The Troels, Acton Stations and 

Books Not Bombs did their best on rounds 

which included 'Lucky Dip', 'Laydeez' and 

'Music from the Films'.  

The lead changed a few times as teams 

had tactically played their joker to double 

up their points for that round.  In the end, 

newcomers, The Troels, saw off stiff 

competition from Acton Impulse, with 89 

points to 86.  All great fun!   

Claire Gittins 

Paul Talbot 

Councillor Mohammed Aslam, 
the  Deputy Mayor, and the 
Deputy Mayoress, Mrs Aslam, at  
the  CCA Summer Garden Party 
on  19 June—a really enjoyable 
afternoon appreciated by all. 

Photo: Tom Doran 

    JOINING JOINING JOINING JOINING THE CCA 


