
Though not enthused by the 

Olympics before they actually 

happened, by the end I had become 

an obscure-sports junkie. 

Acton Central station was on the 

route to the stadium, and it 

occurred to me that I could 

contribute to the Olympics coming 

to London by providing books for all 

those people on the trains. 

I called the station manager every 

week from April to July, spoke to 

other people at London Overground 

Rail Operations Ltd (LOROL) and 

Transport for London (TfL).  

While a decision was pending, I 

found  tips on The London Book 

Swap website, then met Chris 

Gilson, the initiator of station book 

swaps. 

I needed a bookcase, books, 

helpers, stickers and a poster or 

two. In the end, Chris provided the 

bookcase and the first 21 books, and 

then the locals took over.  

Ellie had run a bookstall at Acton 

Market and still had immense 

enthusiasm and thousands of books. 

Chris had enthusiasm but few 

books. And I had many virtual 

contacts and a lot of determination. 

Just before the Olympics started, 

I left a message on Angela’s (of TfL) 

phone. ‘I haven’t heard,’ I said, ‘so 

I’m putting in the bookcase this 

weekend. Call me if this is a real 

problem.’ She didn’t, so I did. 

I installed the bookcase with the 

21 books that afternoon  and went 

home. I had previously entered 

them into the bookcrossing site and 

stuck in book-swap labels. Next 

morning there were no books left.   

That was the end of conventional 

bookswapping; we needed more 

books and fast. Ellie swung into 

action, neighbours donated, 

ActonW3.com came up with some, 

and Streetbank.com provided 

several more donors. 

At one point we were putting in at 

least 200 books a week. One 

neighbour, a children’s publisher, 

put in 60 children’s books, another 

donated the complete Harry Potter. 

They all went overnight.  

By early August we had a 

colourful notice, sticky-backed 

labels encouraging people to return 

the books and a swelling 

enthusiasm from those using the 

station and the staff working there. 

Not many books have returned to 

the shelf yet, and I still do not know 

who donated the volume on sex 

toys, who borrowed it and whether 

it will ever return. 

But I do know that there is a 

voracious appetite for books: from 

Fodor’s Guide to Portugal to Jilly 

Cooper; from Sylvia Plath’s poetry 

to John Grisham and Phillip 

Pullman. Everything seems to find 

someone who wants to read it. 

No downsides so far. There is no 

evidence of people taking books to 

resell. We are not inhibiting local 

booksellers’ trade; there aren’t any. 

In fact it all seems positive: the vibe 

is good; people are taking unwanted 

books home so they are not going 

into landfill and the community is 

enthusiastic and, surely, benefiting. 

So, if you are passing, do please 

take a book—or leave us a few! 
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Commuter Book Swap Commuter Book Swap Commuter Book Swap Commuter Book Swap     
  Sara Nathan            

The bookcase at Acton Central 
Station—unwanted books recycled 

Churchfield 

Community Association  

The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working 

around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area  
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When it is time for the car service or 

MOT, the solution is close by. Birkbeck 

Road is home to two excellent garages, 

both offering skilled diagnostic, 

maintenance and repair services.   

 G’n’P Autocare, which specialises in 

German cars, moved to Acton from 

Shepherds Bush in 1996. The team 

consists of: Gary Hughes (diagnostics), 

Paul Burke and Adrian Fallon (mechan

-ical engineering), former apprentice 

Bradley Eyles (mechanic), and Sharon 

Burke who runs the business smoothly. 

G’n’P offers a full range of services, 

catering for major body works, engine 

stripping, everyday repairs, and 

breakdown recovery. They also offer an 

‘end of vehicle life’ facility, legally 

disposing of vehicles. The team have 

strong local connections, working with 

a local college on Ealing Partnership 

Apprenticeship schemes.   

  Burlington has 

been resident in 

Birkbeck Road 

since 1988.  

  Established in 

1956 in Burling-

ton Mews, it is a 

family business, 

now run by 

Barry Nicoll  who took it over from his 

brother and father.  

The team comprises: David who has 

been there 28 years, John, Mark, 

Henry the computer expert, and 

Rosemary managing the accounts. 

They service and repair cars of second 

and third generations of families. 

Engaged in constant research and 

upgrading of their computer diagnostic 

service, Burlington offers servicing for 

all makes of cars, vans and light 

commercial vehicles, plus body repairs, 

re-sprays, welding and fault analysis. 

The team is friendly and dedicated. 

We are lucky to have these two 

trustworthy and highly experienced 

garages to maintain and keep our cars 

on the road. In what is now a highly 

computerised and technical process, 

both businesses keep up to date and 

invest in new equipment. Their long-

standing customers are the best kind of  

recommendation. 

The Best of ServiceThe Best of ServiceThe Best of ServiceThe Best of Service 
Susanne Hickmott 

GnP Autocare: 41 Birkbeck Road 

London W3 6BQ  

Tel/Fax: 020 8992 5031  

Email: sharonburke@xln.co.uk 

Burlington: 52 Birkbeck Road, London W3 6BQ                                                 

www.Burlingtonacton.co.uk    

Tel: 020 8992 6971       Fax: 020 8992 6688  

Email: Burlingtonw3@btconnect.com                                          

          G’n’P—specialists in German cars              

Appropriate ConditionsAppropriate ConditionsAppropriate ConditionsAppropriate Conditions    
  Maureen Colledge 

One of the useful roles we can play as a 

community group is in ensuring new 

alcohol licenses are granted with 

appropriate conditions.  

These can cover: the type of alcohol 

sold, licensee training, minimum level 

of staffing and CCTV installation. 

Restrictions on the type of alcohol have 

typically required the licensee not to 

sell cheap high-strength beers, lagers 

and ciders above 5.5% ABV.  

In July and August, two small shops 

(in Market Place and the High Street) 

were granted new alcohol off-sales 

licences with these type of conditions. 

This followed representations from the 

police, the CCA and the Mill Hill Park 

Residents’ Association.  

We have also objected to applications 

for very late refreshment licences in 

the High Street (one to 4am and the 

other to 5am). We feel it may encourage 

people to cause nuisance to residents 

and businesses due to noise, litter and 

anti-social behaviour.  

They are also outside the core hours 

recommended in Ealing’s Licensing 

Policy: until midnight Sunday to 

Thursday, and 1am Friday, Saturday 

and Bank Holiday Sundays. These 

applications are still to be decided.  

Watch this space!  

EVENTS  
See: www.churchfield.org 

eml: susi@robharrisproductions.com 
Find us on Facebook 

REGULAR CCA EVENTS 

♦ ‘First Wednesday’ Socials         

from 8pm:                                 

Informal meetings for those who live 

or work in the area—ALL welcome:                                      

5 December: The Rocket                    

2 January: The Station House            

6 February: L’Oriental                         

6 March: The Rocket                                       

(see website for details) 

♦ Graffiti paint-out:                          

The council is now getting rid of 

graffiti quickly; if you spot any, 

contact Sara: 0777 564 4134 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

♦ CCA AGM & open meeting:  

Wednesday 21 November, 7-9.30pm        

St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount                    

For details, see page 4 

♦ CCA Christmas Party & Buffet:            

Friday 30 November, 7pm    

Upstairs at The Rocket    Cost: £15                                        

Join us and get into the swing of the 

festive season! Book by 23 Nov. 

Cash or cheque to: The CCA, 41 

Goldsmith Ave., W3 6HR. Queries: 

Susi: 020 8993 8595; 07949 592 085 

♦ Pass On A Poem                          

Friday 7 December, 7 for 7.30–9.30       

The Rocket, 11 Churchfield Rd      

Read a favourite published poem or 

just come and listen. Contact Linda: 

lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk 

♦ Acton Christmas Fair:                    

Saturday 8 December, 10am-4pm              

The Mount—in front of Morrisons   

To participate in any way, contact 

Nancy Duin: nduin@nancyduin.net                        

 

ACTON HISTORY GROUP    

Details: David Bays 020 8992 0287 

All events take place at St. Mary’s 

Church Hall, The Mount, from 7.30pm 

♦ ‘St Mary’s Textiles’—talk by 

Margaret Heighton:                          

Wednesday 14 November,                            

♦ Quiz & Christmas Party: 

Wednesday 12 December  

♦ ‘Acton Through Time’—talk by 

David and Amanda Knights  

Wednesday 9 January  

Barry Nicoll—manager of Burlington 

Free CCA 

bag: see 

website 

Churchfield Community Association  

������������Acton Xmas Fair, 8 December : to take part, contact   

          Nancy Duin,  nduin@nancyduin.net; 020 8993 4294 
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North West London NHS has been 

holding a consultation over radical 

plans that would:  

♦ cut 5,600 NHS jobs in North 

West London;  

♦ close the Accident & Emergency 

departments in Ealing, Charing 

Cross, Central Middlesex and 

Hammersmith Hospitals;  

♦ undermine and perhaps close 

whole hospitals;  

♦ split up health services ready for 

privatisation.  

It is claimed that this will 

modernise health services by 

having health care and specialised 

services in the community. 

However, without Ealing, Charing 

Cross, Central Middlesex or 

Hammersmith A&E departments 

(the four hospitals closest to Acton), 

ambulances would have to travel 

much further with the risk of 

deaths increasing.  

The A&E service at Ealing 

Hospital alone is used by 100,000 

people a year. Without it, Ealing 

would become what is termed ‘a 

local hospital’. It is feared that it 

would then be steadily run down 

until it faced closure. The irony is 

that Ealing is one of the very few 

financially viable trusts; yet it will 

be destroyed by these plans. 

All of these changes have been 

rushed through as a result of the 

coalition government’s Health Bill 

just recently signed into law, which 

aims to knock £20 billion off the bill 

for paying for the NHS. 

All three political parties repre-

sented on Ealing Council have 

expressed opposition to the plans. 

Local residents, including CCA 

members, have protested against 

these changes by collecting 

signatures for a petition and by 

attending meetings and demon-

strations, including the large 

demonstration in Ealing held on 15 

September. 

 

Find out more and sign the petition 

at: http://ealinghospitalsos. org.uk/  

Save Our HospitalsSave Our HospitalsSave Our HospitalsSave Our Hospitals 
            Chris Hurley    

Most people who know about the 

ARC proposal are whole-heartedly 

opposed to it. However, some 

people would prefer to see 

something happen there, rather 

than have such a pivotal site 

neglected. 

In terms of design,  there need 

be no conflict between long-term 

commercial and residents’ 

interests. Attractiveness has to be 

of mutual benefit to both parties.   

   The website’s aim is to act as a 

focus for exploring the feasibility 

of various ideas, emphatically not 

as a finished solution. My core 

suggestion is to sink the car park 

underground instead of building a 

multi-storey.  

    This would  enable the 

creation of a piazza extending 

from Churchfield Road to Acton 

High Street, incorporating a 

landscaped burial ground as a 

memorial garden, and entailing no 

more excavation than the ARC 

proposal, which  incorporates a 

supermarket underground. 

 In the absence of any 

permanent on-site display by the 

planners or developers, there is a 

small poster campaign and an 

exhibition of alternatives planned 

soon—at West3 Gallery (c/o the 

George & Dragon). On September 

21st, Ealing Gazette ran a good 

article about the website, and 

Acton Forum has also drawn 

attention to it. Any other ideas 

will be gratefully received. 

The planning committee will 

apparently consider objections 

right up to their meeting on 7th 

November; the council link is on 

my website.  Please visit the site 

for more details and leave a 

comment.   

It is now getting attention from 

local MPs, such as Angie Bray, as 

well as planners, regenerators, 

developers, councillors and the 

Reverend David Brammer—all of 

whom have been notified. 
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The Oaks AlternativeThe Oaks AlternativeThe Oaks AlternativeThe Oaks Alternative    
David Buckingham—www.theoaksalternative.co.uk 

Oaks proposed development by Acton 

Regeneration Company (ARC), looking east  

The Oaks—an alternative approach. www.theoaksalternative.co.uk 

CCA members protesting against the changes 



    

     JOIN JOIN JOIN JOIN THE CCA    
♦ Vote at meetings  

♦ Receive invitations to members’ events 

♦ Join the Acton Central email group 

♦ Free CCA bag—see website 

Annual Membership fee 

Single—£8 (£3.50 concessions);  
£5 direct debit (£2 concessions) 

Household—£12; £7.50 direct debit 

  

   Santa's coming to town … again!Santa's coming to town … again!Santa's coming to town … again!Santa's coming to town … again! 
Nancy Duin 

Following last year's 

successful re-launch of 

the Acton Christmas 

Fair, we are doing it 

again on Saturday 8 

December. It will be 

held on The Mount (in 

front of Morrisons) 

from 10am to 4pm. 

In addition to the 

existing Saturday 

market, it will include:  

♦ traders selling craft 

goods, seasonal 

food, decorations 

and other goodies; 

♦ community and charity stalls. 

There will also be lots of things to do 

and see for FREE:  

♦ carol singing, gospel choir, jazz 

and other types of music; 

♦ dancing—Polish, tap and others; 

♦ children and family activities, in-

cluding an 'instant' nativity play; 

♦ Santa in his grotto; 

♦ and more! 

  We would like as 

many individuals and 

groups in Acton and 

further afield to take 

part. You can do this 

in any of the ways 

listed above.  

  We are also open to 

new ideas that will 

make the fair as 

m e m o r a b l e  a s 

possible.  

  As this is a council-

supported event, 

costs for participants, 

e spe c ia l l y  l o ca l 

charities and community groups, are 

kept as low as possible. 

 

If you are interested in participating 

in the Acton Christmas Fair in any 

way, please get in touch with the 

o rgan i se r ,  Nancy  Duin ,  a t 

nduin@nancyduin.net 

Newsletter edited by:  

Linda Taylor  
(lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk) 

Printed by:  Blissetts Print 

To contact the CCA:  

Secretary: Chris Hurley 

Email:  churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk 

CCA email group: 
Actoncentralemailgroup@yahoogroups.com 

Website: www.churchfield.org 

������������ NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND OPEN MEETINGNOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND OPEN MEETINGNOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND OPEN MEETINGNOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND OPEN MEETING    

The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the Churchfield Community Association will take place on 

Wednesday 21 November at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount, Acton W3 at 19.30.  

This will be an open meeting with free food and drink provided.  

 

Guest speaker: Julian Bell—leader of Ealing Council 
 

AGENDAAGENDAAGENDAAGENDA    

♦ Election of Chair for the meeting 

♦ Election of officers for 2012/13 

♦ Election of members of the Executive for 2012/13 

♦ To note the accounts for the year ending 30 September 2012 

♦ To note the Annual Report for 2012 

♦ Any other business 

 

NOMINATIONSNOMINATIONSNOMINATIONSNOMINATIONS    

Nominations for the posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer and for members of the Executive must be 

received 14 days prior to the AGM, that is by Wednesday 7 November 2012. They should be sent in 

writing to the Chair, Sara Nathan, at churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk 

The newsletter of the
 

Churchfield Community  

Association (CCA) - I
ssue 30 

Autumn 2012 

Old & New ActonOld & New ActonOld & New ActonOld & New Acton    
David Bays 

Acton Through Time, by local authors 

David and Amanda Knights, features 

old pictures of Acton side by side with 

modern photos of the same streets. 

There are several pictures of the 

Churchfield Road area.  

The book features a wide range of 

images, including two rare engravings 

from 1794 and 1809. It would make an 

ideal Christmas present.  

You can obtain copies for £12 from 

David Bays, Acton History Group, 6 

Acacia Road W3 6HF. Please make 

cheques out to ‘Acton History Group’. 

Santa at Acton Xmas Fair 


