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The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working
around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area

The Old Library: A Beacon for the Arts in Acton
Arts Centre Bid Submitted

A far wiser person than me once
said, ‘The most important thing
is to figure out what the most
important thing is.” After nearly
two years of hard graft, it’s clear
that the most important thing
for Acton’s now-vacant

Arts Centre — a beacon for film,

theatre, music and dance, food, &

education and inspiration, right
at the heart of the High Street.

Overwhelmingly positive sup-
port has come from all corners of
Acton, as well as from farther
afield. Schools, community groups,
individuals, businesses, politicians
(local and national), celebrities
and arts organisations have all
given their support.

Two milestones have been
achieved: Registered Charity sta-
tus, and the award of £100k from
the Social Investment Business.

The latter has been used to
design and produce a full RIBA
(Royal Institute of British
Architects) Stage 2 compliant bid,
involving an architect and
structural design team. This 1is
what has now been submitted to
Ealing Council’s regeneration
team, who are tasked with
disposing of this beautiful building
to the ‘best bidder’.

The original, dual-purpose aim
of the plan remains the same.

old [}
library is that it gets a new lease f&
of public life as a multi-faceted |

Glynne Steele

 ‘listening’
#| people can easily say what they
¥ want to see and do in the building.

positive effect that a well-loved

o arts facility can have.

And that’s absolutely what The

' Old Library will be: a well-loved

and well-used building, run as a
organisation, so that

2 After all, what would be the point
‘Wl in visiting if you're not going to

Andrew Steele, project manager, with co-directors
Glynne Steele and Julie Saunders present their
vision for The Old Library Arts Centre

Firstly, to provide opportunities
for the enjoyment and creation of
all forms of artistic pursuit for all
members of the local community,
whatever their age, background or
ability. Secondly, to precipitate
continued regeneration of Acton
High Street by attracting people
into the area.

To further the aim of universal
access, The Old Library project
will be fully DDA (Disability Dis-
crimination Act) compliant, inclu-
ding a guide dog area, induction
loops in the theatre and music
venue, along with a programme of
audio-described and signed
performances.

We only need consider what’s
happening around both the
Albany Arts Centre in Deptford,
and the one-year-old Park Theatre
in Finsbury Park, to see the

have a good time?

If the aim of acquiring the
building is realised (we should
know by Christmas if the bid has
been successful), the real work
will then begin: fundraising for
£5m to convert and prime the
operational pumps. The work will
take about two years to complete.

Already, positive conversations
with various national funding
bodies have taken place, which
isn’t to say it’s going to be easy
(far from it) — it all depends on
securing the building. But Acton
Arts Centre is a very good project
in many people’s eyes.

So, what is the most important
thing? To reaffirm the bequest
made to the people of Acton over a
hundred years ago by the
Victorian philanthropist John
Passmore Edwards, by creating a
new amenity for all the people
who come and go there next.

Have your say — survey still live at:
wwuw.oldlibraryacton.co.uk

»>> KEEP AN EYE ON THE CCA WEBSITE—www.churchfield.org



Churchfield Community Association Page 2

Spoilt for Choice—on Churchfield Road

Susanne Hickmott

EVENTS

See: www.churchfield.org
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New shop front at The Village Trading Store
—an emporium of original, high quality gifts

Shopping on Churchfield Road, you
will always end up having an
enjoyable chat—none more so than
at The Village Trading Store. In
this quirky boutique, you will also
find a world of choice, style, quality
and wonderful colours.

December marks the fifth
anniversary for Laura Forsyth and
her team. Laura, a long-time resi-
dent of the area, built up a wealth
of experience running two cafés in
Maida Vale and, then, as a
television props buyer.

Inspiration came from New York
where she visited a shop in which
you could relax, have a coffee and
just sit and contemplate the goods
on offer.

The Village Trading Store has an
eclectic array of original top quality
goods that are not in high street
chain stores. You are likely to find
an ideal gift for that special person.

When you enter, there’s a hint of
what’s to come in the number of
colourful scarves and accessories.
Popular items are screen-printed
‘Acton Mum’ and ‘Acton Man’ T-
Shirts made by a local resident

All under one roof, with a
Nespresso coffee or a cup of tea,
there’s something for everyone at
competitive prices. Prints, cards,
toys, bags, scarves, clothing, home

ware, lighting, furniture, sweets
and delicacies; plus items with a

d classic vintage feel.

With Christmas on the horizon, a
new shop front has been designed,
displaying exciting new additions.
For children, there are Scottie dog
nightlights and jelly lights, while a

i new range of toys includes novelty
i butterflies and talking birds.

And for adults, there’s always
something out of the ordinary:
Abahna body range products, hand
creams and scented candles; Rococo
chocolates, Kew Gardens candles

i and room diffusers.

Just arriving is the ultimate gift
for music lovers—the Memphis
Record Player, along with a range
of music from the Putumayo World
Music label (a New York City-based
record label, specialising in compil-
ations of music from various
nations, regions or musical styles).

If you’re looking for inspiration or
something different, look no further
than The Village Trading Store!

The store will be taking part, as
usual, in Acton’s Christmas Fair on
December 13th, with special offers
on the day and Christmas treats.

It’s well worth a visit.
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Laura Forsyth, inspired manager of
The Village Trading Store

The Village Trading Store
29 Churchfield Road, Acton, W3 6BD
020 8992 2704
www.thevillagetradingstore.com

eml: laura@thevillagetradingstore.com

Social Secretary: Susi Kirkwood
susi.kirkwood@btinternet.com
Find us on Facebook

REGULAR CCA EVENTS

¢ ‘First Wednesday’ Socials:
From 8pm (see website for details)
Informal meetings for those who live
or work in the area—ALL welcome
5 November: The Rocket (providing
no football match is being shown)
3 December: L'Oriental
7 January: L'Oriental
4 February: George and Dragon
If you’ve never been to a CCA social
and would like to go with someone,
Jill Williams could meet you before-

hand (email: jme@aijk.org)

¢ Graffiti paint-out:
The council is now getting rid of
graffiti quickly; if you spot any,
contact Sara: 0777 564 4134

SPECIAL EVENTS

¢ CCA AGM & Open Meeting:
Weds 26 November, 7/7.30 - 9.30pm
St Mary’s Church Hall
AGM followed by open meeting
with speakers: ‘The NHS in Acton’
Free drinks and buffet. All welcome.

¢ CCA Christmas Party & Buffet:
Sunday 7 Dec. 7-10pm at The Rocket
Please save this date!
Check the website for further
information and booking details.

¢ Pass On A Poem:
Sunday 14 December, 7.00-9.30pm,
At the home of Sara and Malcolm
Read a poem or just come and listen
Contact Linda for more information:
lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk

ACTON HISTORY GROUP

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/
Details: David Bays 020 8992 0287
Free to members; non-members: £2
All meetings 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays
at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount
¢ World War One in Acton:
Memorabilia from local people.
Wednesday 12 November

¢ Christmas Quiz and Party:
Wednesday 10 December

¢ ‘Poores of Acton’: 14 January

Acton’s own family DIY business.
Talk by John Poore

»> > KEEP AN EYE ON THE CCA WEBSITE—www.churchfield.org
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Health Services in Acton

Questions to the Clinical Commissioning Group, about the reconfiguration of Acton Health Services

Maire Lowe (ML) has been an
Acton resident for thirty years,
and recently became a volunteer
for Healthwatch. Please send her
your questions. She will do her
best to present them to the
appropriate strategic group and to
distribute the answers as widely
as possible. She can direct specific
concerns to the right place.

ML: Why was the A&E at Central
Middlesex closed?

CCG: For some years now, the
NHS has had a policy of ensuring
access by A&E staff to a senior
consultant for complex -cases.
Central Middlesex isn’t big enough
to be an acute hospital, so it was
increasingly difficult to ensure it
was safely staffed. We began by
closing it at weekends and at
night, directing ambulances to
other hospitals, but eventually it
had to close.

ML: If I have a heart attack or stroke,
will the ambulance reach A&E in time.

CCG: For either of those con-
ditions, the paramedics will assess
and begin treatment 1in the
ambulance. They will bypass A&E
altogether and take you to the
nearest specialist unit for heart

disease or strokes. We are seeing
evidence that this direct approach
saves lives in London.

ML: When I attend Hammersmith and
Charing Cross outpatients, there’s
always difficulty in up-dating records.

CCG: We have begun a process of
keeping all Health and Adult
Social Care records in one place.
The target is 2016. This will mean
that everyone involved in patient
care, including the patients them-
selves, will be able to access
medical records. The fragmented
system 1is the greatest and most
expensive timewaster in the NHS.

ML: In-patient care at St. Mary’s and
Northwick Park will make it difficult
for patients to receive visitors. Public
transport, especially for Northwick
Park is dreadful.

CCG: We agree, and will be talk-
ing to TfL to see what can be done.
In the meantime, remember the
trend is for patients to receive as
much care as possible via out-
patient visits and care in the
home. There is an agreement for a
large clinic in Acton which will
provide care for chronic illnesses
such as diabetes and blood dis-
orders, allowing residents to
receive most of their care locally.

ML: What about expectant mothers
and post natal care?

CCG: Acton mothers have tradi-
tionally used Queen Charlotte’s
hospital to have their babies as it
is more convenient than Ealing
hospital. Plans are still being
finalised, but it’s likely that
midwives from Queen Charlotte’s
will take responsibility for routine
checks in Acton itself. All being
well, mothers will only travel to
Queen Charlotte’s twice, once for a

scan and then to have their
babies.

ML: I don’t like hospitals, so would
always prefer to be at home. What
about my neighbours who don’t have
family or good friends to pop in to see
them when they are unwell?

CCG: We agree that this is a
problem for which there’s no
universal solution. We will be
discussing options with Adult
Social Care in Ealing. We are
running a pilot project in South
Ealing to test some ideas we have
on tightening up liaison between
hospital and home care. We will
let you know how this goes.

To contact Maire Lowe,
Email: mairelowe@gmail.com

Having a Voice in Your Local Community
Central Acton Neighbour’s Forum contributes to the Neighbourhood Plan

In the past two years, neighbourhood
forums have emerged in the borough
of Ealing, the newest of which is
Central Acton Neighbours’ Forum
(CANForum).

These forums are a mechanism of
the Localism Act 2011. There are over
a thousand throughout the UK,
approved by councils to prepare plan-
ning documents in designated areas.

Once adopted, the Neighbourhood
Plan, which takes into consideration
the overall national and local planning
framework, has statutory underpin-
ning. The council will refer to it when
making planning decisions. If local
councils accept the spirit of the

Sanya Sheikh

Localism Act, communities, local org-
anisations, neighbourhoods, associa-
tions and businesses will have a seat
at the planning table.

With this opportunity in mind,
CANForum has applied to cover the
main area of Acton as it surrounds
and is supported by the High Street.
With Crossrail on the horizon and
developers moving in, the boundary is
necessarily all encompassing. The
community needs to have a voice
during the changes ahead.

A politically neutral organisation,
CANForum aims to adopt policies
which support Acton and the people
who live and work there. This could

include: protecting the area’s heritage
and open spaces, fostering vibrant
cultural and commercial regeneration,
and encouraging development plans.
Anyone is welcome to join CAN-
Forum or to be involved in the
emergence of the Forum’s Neighbour-
hood Plan.
Email your support of the Forum to:
bartons@ealing.gov.uk
Forum application: http://www.ealing.gov.
uk/info/1004/planning policy/1377/
neighbourhood planning/6
To join, contact Sanya Sheikh:
@CentralActon or chair@canforum.org

Or go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/PNJF7TMT

> > > Acton Christmas Fair: Saturday 13 December
Do you have items for sale? Or can you give a hand on the CCA stall—it’s fun!
(contact Nancy—nduin@nancyduin.net; 020 8993 4294)
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In the last few years, we have been
proactive in monitoring alcohol and
late night, food licence applications
in and around Churchfield Road. We
have made fourteen representations
to the council and voiced residents’
concerns at many hearings.

In the last year, we made repre-
sentations on the Euphorium, the
Kebab Centre, Maanki News, the
Windmill and McDonalds.

In most cases we have been
successful in gaining reductions to
very late night hours, and in
imposing conditions on licences. This
has reduced the potential for noise
and anti-social behaviour (ASB).

Newsletter edited by: Linda Taylor (lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk) Printed by: Blissetts Print

To contact the CCA:

Secretary: Susanne Hickmott
Email: churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk
CCA email group:
Actoncentralemailgroup@yahoogroups.com
Website: www.churchfield.org
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Vote at meetings |"’
Receive invitations to members’ events |
Join the Acton Central email group
Get a free CCA bag—see website
Annual Membership fee

Single—£8 (£3.50 concessions);

£5 standing order (£2 concessions) Free CCA bag

See website

Maureen Colledge

We have been greatly helped by
working with Mill Hill Park Resi-
dents’ Association and by the pos-
itive attitude of all councillors on the
Licensing Sub-Committee. Following
a review, their Licensing Policy,
which provides guidelines, is out for
consultation with welcome changes.

Central Acton has long had a
problem with street drinkers; it is
therefore good to see a new section on
street drinking. The increasing
number of late night takeaways (up
18%) is recognised and a new section
on ‘management conditions’ gives
examples that applicants can include
to promote licensing objectives.

Licensing Policy Changes

Special Policy areas in the centres
of Acton, Southall and Ealing are to
be kept, plus the ‘cumulative impact’
emphasis: new applications must
show they will not add to problems.

We are working with other local
associations to review the changes

and will reply to the council’s
consultation, which closes on 5
November 2014.

If you have views that you would
like to send in, you can do this via
the council website. Or contact the
CCA via Maureen Colledge, the exec-
utive member who leads on licensing

issues: bayscolledge@talktalk.net

»> » CCA AGM & OPEN MEETING: ‘THE HEALTH SERVICE IN ACTON’

Wednesday 26 November—7 for 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount, Acton W3

7.30—7.45pm: Annual General Meeting
7.45-8.15pm: Free buffet from L'Oriental and a free glass of wine (or soft drink)

8.15-9.15pm: Open meeting
OPEN MEETING SPEAKERS

> >

¢ Dr Naz Pambakian: the longest-serving GP at Crown Street Surgery
¢ Carmen Cahill: chair Healthwatch Ealing & lay board member of Ealing Clinical Commissioning Group
¢ Merril Hammer, chair Save Our Hospitals (Charing Cross & Hammersmith)
They will each speak for 5—10 minutes and then the floor will be opened for questions from the audience.
Nominations for the posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, and for members of the Executive:
To be received 14 days prior to the AGM, by 12 November, in writing to the Chair, Linda Taylor: lindataylo@yahoo.co.uk

A Grand Alliance - sanya Sheikh

Because of contentious planning issues, networks have arisen
to ensure fewer planning decisions are forced upon
unsuspecting communities. One such is the Grand Union
Alliance—responding to massive redevelopment planned for
parts of West London. This includes Park Royal, Old Oak
Common, White City and Kensal Canalside.

Grand Union Alliance runs regular meetings with officers
from the Mayor’s office and the West London boroughs.

Information at: grandunionalliance@gmail.com

World War One and Acton - David Bays

August 4th saw the centenary of the start of World War 1.
Events are in train round the country for commemorating
the War. Acton History Group (www.actonhistory.co.uk)
will present stories about the War on 12 November.

If you have elderly relatives, photos, old diaries or stories
about people in Acton during 1914-18, either on the home
front or in military action, the Group would be pleased to
hear from you.

Contact David Bays: bayscolledge@talktalk.net; 8992 0287

In Memorium: CCA Founder Member, Chrissie Kravchenko - Gill Adams

Chrissie Kravchenko lived in Churchfield Road from 1980, with her husband Viec and
their daughter Lucy. She was famous for her vintage clothes shop, which offered much
more than clothes. Friendships were born there. Chrissie’s kindness and care for the
community showed itself in so many ways, including inspiration for Churchfield
Community Association itself and editing the newsletter in its initial phases. She sadly
died in September in her native Bolton—peacefully, with Vic and Lucy beside her.

If you have memories or photos of Chrissie, please let us know and we will try to
include more about her next time. She asked that donations made in her memory should
be given to help the children in Syria: https://www.justgiving.com/Chrissie-Kravchenko




