
Celebrating the history of East 

Acton, the project ‘Old Town, 

New Town’ offers opportunities to 

schools, community groups, busi-

nesses, and local artists to record 

and celebrate the vast social, 

cultural and structural changes 

that have taken place in and 

around East Acton. 

The aim is to transcend phys-

ical, generational and cultural 

barriers at a time of rapid change 

in demographics and physical 

environment, with the intention 

of joining two ‘villages’ divided by 

a huge road. 

The project has been organised 

by Acton Arts Forum, with contri-

butions from Acton History Group, 

Goldsmiths Residents’ Association, 

local artists, the A.P.P.L.E team 

from Acton Park, and East Acton 

and John Perryn primary schools. 

Led by Rachel Pepper, the project 

is fostering local expertise and 

building a sense of community.  

Telling stories is at the heart of 

the project. Older people are visit-

ing local primary schools and 

recounting their past lives; film-

makers are documenting ethnog-

raphies; local wood carver Tim 

Norris is creating a ‘village’ sign; a 

mural depicts local stories at John 

Perryn School. The schools are 

essential — this is history on the 

ground, linking young and old.  It 

has led to vibrant history clubs 

being set up in the schools.  

 ‘East Acton: Old Town, New 

Town’ draws on an impressive doc-

umentary base. For instance, Acton 

has been home to a dozen or so 

cinemas, the largest of which was a 

manor house just off Acton Lane. 

And it’s been the location of many 

different trades and businesses. 

Events will include training in 

film making, editing and photo-

graphy, as well as history research 

led by Ealing historian Dr. 

Jonathan Oates. The project builds  

on Acton Arts Forum’s year-

long successful initiative in South 

Acton, a highlight of which is the 

spectacular ‘Concrete Sofa’ made 

out of rubble from recently 

demolished 1960s buildings. 

Both projects are bringing com-

munities together through the arts 

and communal activities, whilst 

building skills and enhancing the 

lives of local people. They are 

funded by Heritage Lottery, East 

Acton Ward Forum and Gold-

smiths Trust.  

Training sessions will give local 

residents opportunities to learn 

new skills, which will be adver-

tised on the website.  There will be 

an East Acton History Day on 

Sunday 27 September (12 — 4pm) 

and training in film making  

on Saturday 31 October (10am —

2pm) at North Acton Pavilion, W3 

0JF. Look out for workshops and 

opportunities to ‘Add Your Story’.  

 

For more information see: 

actonartsforum.org/overview-east-

acton-old-town-new-town.html; 

www.facebook.com/

eastactonheritage; or email 

Rachel: rachel@actonforum.org  
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‘Old Town, New Town’ — we  all have a story to tell 

Susanne Hickmott 

The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working 

around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area  

������������  CCA AGM and Open Meeting—see page 2 

Churchfield Community 

Association   

Mike McKenzie, Danny Butcher, Rachel Pepper, 
Heman Yones, Laura Barker, Steve Flynn —

some of the Acton Arts Forum ‘Heritage’ team at 
South Acton Heritage Exhibition, W3 Gallery. 

Telling stories is at the 

heart of the project 

Bringing communities 

together through the 

arts and skill-building 
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There are big plans for the 

Friary Park estate. Whatever is 

decided will have consequences 

for the rest of Acton south of 

Western Avenue and north of 

the Uxbridge Road.  

If Catalyst, the owner of the 

estate, succeeds in building a 

sixteen-storey block of private 

flats on Friary Road, it will set a 

precedent all along Horn Lane 

and in any street within 

striking distance of the new 

Crossrail station, which is 

scheduled to open in 2018. 

Friary Park is a pleasant 

estate of 240 one and two bed-

room apartments, a few town 

houses and a lovely block of 

sheltered housing, built by 

Laing in the 1980s.  There is 

lots of space between the blocks, 

plenty of room for children on 

bikes, and a community hall for 

meetings and parties. 

Just after it was built, the 

whole estate was sold to ‘Ealing 

Family’ housing association, 

later transferred to Catalyst 

housing association. No money 

was spent on the estate, so now 

kitchens and bathrooms are 

shabby, pointing needs repla-

cing, some windows leak, and 

heating doesn't work so well. 

Catalyst proposes to demolish 

the estate and treble the 

numbers of apartments. To 

finance this, there will be 

private housing sold at market 

rents, with the first tranche 

marketed to overseas buyers. 

Ealing Council will lend Cata-

lyst £30 million from their 

reserves; demolition and rebuild 

to be done over ten years. 

Catalyst says the apartments 

are not worth saving, but they 

propose to leave in place the 

town houses and the sheltered 

block. They also say that they 

will leave the pretty little green. 

But the proposals show they’ll 

close the road between the 

estate and the green, although 

the green is common land. 

Catalyst says their plans for 

the estate should only be of 

interest to their own tenants. 

However, residents of surround-

ing streets say that road 

configuration will change; an-

other 3,000 people will move 

into the area; and schools, GP 

services, gardens, public spaces  

and drains will be affected.  

A Catalyst senior manager 

has said, 'We wouldn't have 

spent hundreds of thousands of 

pounds on architects and plan-

ning if we didn't have assur-

ances from Ealing Council.' The 

feeling that this is a done deal 

has made residents anxious. 

They would like wider public 

consultation and an environ-

mental impact assessment.  

A call for a public health 

enquiry into the effect of  

pollution in Horn Lane has been 

sent to the Director of Public 

Health, backed by local GPs and 

pharmacists. There’s concern 

about the numbers of young 

children needing emergency 

admission to hospital, which is 

said to be rising steadily. 

We do need more housing but 

we must persuade the Council 

that they cannot ignore the 

risks. Is there such a big hurry 

to make money from Crossrail?  

EVENTS  
See: www.churchfield.org 

Bookings for Christmas Party: Maureen 
Colledge—bayscolledge@talktalk.net 

Find us on Facebook 

 

REGULAR CCA EVENTS 

‘First Wednesday’ Socials:                  

From 8pm (see website for details)                             

Informal meetings for those who live or work 

in the area—ALL welcome                                      

    7 October:       George & Dragon                          

    4 November:   The Rocket                               

[provided no football match is being shown]                                       

    2 December:    L’Oriental                                    

    6 January:     The Aeronaut                              

If you’ve never been to a CCA social and 

would like to go with someone, Jill Williams 

could meet you beforehand (jme@aijk.org)                

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

♦ CCA AGM & Open Meeting:            

Wednesday 18th November, 7 for 7.30pm   

St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount, W3 

AGM; free buffet from L'Oriental and a 

drink; open meeting (with speakers to be 

confirmed)—see website     

♦  CCA Christmas Party & Buffet:                        

     Sunday 6 December, 7-10pm                                        

     The Rocket, 11 Churchfield Road, W3              

     Please save this date. Check the website    

     for more information and booking details.  

     Meanwhile, let Maureen know if you’d    

     like to come: bayscolledge@talktalk.net                    

 

ACTON HISTORY GROUP  

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/ 

Details: David Bays 020 8992 0287 

Free to members; non-members: £2   

(Membership £10 a year) 

Most meetings 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays            

at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount                              

♦  ‘Acton’s Builders Merchants—end of    

      an era?’:  Talk by John Poore             

      7.30pm, 14 October                 

♦  ‘The Ghosts of Acton’:                                

     Talk by John Gallagher                        

     7.30pm, 11 November                     

♦   ‘Soapsuds Island—the laundries of       

      South Acton’:   

     Dramatisation by Questors 

Reminiscences Roadshow, followed         

by Xmas party with refreshments       

7.30pm, 9 December 

CCA AGM & OPEN MEETING 

Wednesday 18 November — 7 for 7.30pm  

At St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount, Acton W3 

♦ 7.30–7.45pm: Annual General Meeting  

♦ 7.45–8.15pm: Free buffet from L'Oriental and a free drink 

♦ 8.15–9.15pm: Open meeting — speakers to be announced 

Nominations for the posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, and for 

members of the Executive: to be received 14 days prior to the AGM  — by          

4 November — in writing to the Chair, Linda Taylor: linda@poetshouse.net 

Churchfield Community Association   

Housing at any cost? 
Maire Lowe    
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You may not have noticed, but the 

look of central Acton has changed. 

The four buildings that make up 

numbers 217–223 High Street, 

beginning at the corner with 

Crown Street, opposite the King's 

Head pub, have had a face lift.  

Replacing the gaudy '24 Hrs 

FOOD & WINE' sign and the large 

advertising hoarding, as well as 

the adverts that blocked all the 

windows, we now have delicate 

Victorian window frames and 

subtle colours. The corner shop 

may be called 'Convenience Barn' 

but it's a far cry from the eyesore 

that it has replaced. 

Acton's champion 

This renovation has been in the 

works since 2008, enabled by a 

grant of £210,000 from the council 

and private funding, and by match 

funding from English Heritage.  

But it was the sheer determine-

ation of Andrea Laffey, project 

manager in the council's Economic 

Regeneration department, which 

saw it through all seven years 

until it was done. She is Acton's 

champion, quietly beavering away 

on our behalf, getting funding and 

bringing people together to 

improve the community. 

Our 'town team' 

Andrea's not finished yet. Working 

with Tatiana Collins, chair of the 

Mill Hill Residents' Association, 

she and her council colleagues 

have been able to secure £790,000 

regeneration funding for the town 

centre. This will go towards: 

♦ improving the route from The 

Mount to Acton Central Sta-

tion. It will be safer, encourag-

ing outdoor events and seating 

♦ a new workspace hub: facilities 

and opportunities for network-

ing and collaboration for start-

up businesses and those 

working from home 

♦ fundraising, marketing and 

events encouraging more people 

to visit and shop in Acton. 

And, at the Greater London 

Assembly's request, Andrea will be 

forming a 'town team' (represent-

atives from community groups, 

residents and businesses, as well 

as council officers and councillors) 

to help steer the development of 

these projects in the best way for 

Acton. 

Andrea Laffey—Acton’s champion 

Transforming our patch 
Nancy Duin 

High Street buildings 

have had a face lift 

£79,000 regeneration 

funding secured for   

the town centre 

Have your say in local development  

Nancy Duin and Maire Lowe 

As many of us are ruefully aware, 

planning law is now much more in 

favour of the developer than of the 

people who will be most affected 

by developments. This means that 

councils are now more likely to 

approve plans with little or no 

input from residents. So, with few 

exceptions, the decision of the 

Planning Committee on the night 

is final.  

Many of you will have never 

experienced Ealing's Planning 

Committee at work. But it is open 

to the public. Try to get there for 

an hour one evening. We can 

promise it will be interesting. 

As a check and counterbalance, 

the government enacted the 

Localism Act through which 

neighbourhood forums can be 

created. These would be groups of 

residents and businesses that 

would work with councils on 

making local plans and which 

would have some statutory rights 

and funding. 

A holistic plan 

Here in Acton, most development 

north of the Uxbridge Road is 

being driven by Acton Main Line, 

the future Crossrail station. In 

addit ion to  the complete 

redevelopment of Friary Park 

(density doubled, a sixteen-storey 

tower among much else, see p.2), a 

slew of other projects have 

suddenly been announced.  

In addition, there are bound to 

be people itching to dig basements, 

add storeys, put whole houses 

where there once were gardens, 

and blocks of flats where there 

were once family homes. 

We urgently need a neigh-

bourhood forum that will insist on 

a holistic plan through which 

developers can work in a realistic 

way. We need to think about 

things like schools, doctors’ 

surgeries, public transport and 

sewers. 

Free and democratic 

To this end, local residents have 

made an application to the council 

to get official recognition for the 

Acton Main Line Neighbourhood 

Forum, comprising the streets east 

and west of Horn Lane.  

You'll find a map of the 

boundaries at communitytech.uk/

aml, plus more information and a 

link to an online application for 

forum membership.  

Do join the Acton Main Line 

Neighbourhood Forum – it’s free 

and democratic. Be informed; have 

your say!    
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        Acton Park rocks with carnival 

Nancy Duin 

The CCA had its usual stall at the 

Acton Carnival in early July, 

despite rumours that council cuts 

might drastically affect the event.  

Carnival began with a procession 

of sixteen different groups (about 

six hundred people) starting at 

Woodlands Park, then marching 

down the High Street. At the main 

venue in Acton Park there were 

many food stalls, plus community 

and craft stalls. The entertainers 

on the big stage were mainly local 

groups, but there were a few 

'names', including 'reggae and 

jungle music legend' General Levy.  

The CCA raised £247.05, and 

donated £200 of this to A.P.P.L.E., 

the children/young adults' charity 

in Acton Park. Many thanks to 

those who donated things to sell 

and, in particular, to those who 

helped on the day. 

Newsletter edited by: Linda Taylor (linda@poetshouse.net)   Printed by:  Blissetts Print 

 

To contact the CCA:  

Secretary: Susanne Hickmott 

Email:  churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk 

CCA email group: 

Actoncentralemailgroup@yahoogroups.com 

Website: www.churchfield.org 

Free CCA bag 

See website  

Deputy Mayor Patricia Walker, 

unveiled a plaque in Acton Park in 

August to commemorate Adam 

Faith. John Rogan and Peter 

Thorp, two of Adam’s band ‘The 

Roulettes’ were there, as well as 

CCA executive members.  

Singer and actor Adam Faith 

was born in 1940 in a house on the 

site. A few years later the house 

was hit by a V1 bomb and the fam-

ily moved to 18 Goldsmith Road. 

Adam Faith was born Terry 

Nelhams; his mother Nell was a 

supervisor in a cleaning firm and 

his father Alf a coach driver.  His 

big hit record ‘What Do You 

Want?’ topped the pop charts in 

1959, as did ‘Poor Me’. He also 

acted in films and plays, often 

switching from music to acting 

when his record career began to 

tail off. He appeared in two TV 

series, Budgie and Love Hurts, in 

the 1970s and 1990s. Adam Faith 

died in 2003 while acting in a 

production of Love and Marriage. 

Acton History Group found his 

birth certificate, listing his birth-

place as 4 Churchfield Road East. 

The group asked Acton Central 

Ward Forum to meet the cost of 

the plaque which was erected on 

the site of the house. Our thanks 

go to the Forum for approving the 

idea. Future generations can visit 

and see the spot where an 

international star was born.   

Terry Nelham’s widow, Jackie, 

commented: ‘I think the plaque is 

lovely and Terry would be as 

pleased as punch.’ She and her 

daughter will visit the plaque 

when they are next in the country. 

     JOIN JOIN JOIN JOIN THE CCA    
♦ Vote at meetings  

♦ Receive invitations to members’ events 

♦ Join the Acton Central email group 

♦ Get a free CCA bag—see website 

Annual Membership fee 

Single—£8 (£3.50 concessions);  
£5 standing order (£2 concessions) 

Household—£12; £7.50 standing order 

Summer garden party 

Susi Kirkwood  

The newsletter of the 
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Association (CCA)  Issue 40, 
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Adam Faith plaque unveiled 

David Bays 

David Bays, John Rogan, Peter Thorp 

and Cllr. Patricia Walker unveiling the 

Adam Faith plaque 

On a glorious Saturday afternoon 

in mid July a team of volunteers 

assembled in Linda and Mike’s 

Goldsmith Road garden to put up 

colourful bunting, set up the 

gazebo, and arrange tables for food 

and drink.   

Guests (CCA members and 

friends) brought soft drinks, wine 

and food to share. There was a 

delicious chilled beetroot soup, a 

wonderful couscous salad and an 

amazing banana and chocolate 

cake, plus dips and cheeses.   

A giant Jenga game and a mega 

hula hoop were on hand for child-

ren. The sun shone and we enjoy-

ed a sociable afternoon amidst 

beautiful trees and flowers, meet-

ing others who live and work in 

our Churchfield neighbourhood. 


