
On Saturday 30th January, 

FOFGA (Friends of Friars 

Gardens) presented a proposal 

to Ealing Council to drama-

tically improve the triangular 

green between Friars Gardens, 

Friars Way and St. Dunstans 

Avenue.  

Six residents were invited to 

discuss their ideas with the 

Leader of the Council, Julian 

Bell, Cabinet Member for 

Transport and Environment, 

Bassam Mahfouz, Executive 

Director for Environment and 

Customer Services, and three 

other officers.  

Part of a council initiative 

FOFGA’s proposal for the green, 

‘Garden 4 Everyone’, is one of nine 

projects verified in Ealing 

Council’s initiative, ‘Transform 

Your Space 2’ (TYS2).  

Local people were asked to 

suggest ideas for public or private 

green spaces in need of a make-

over. If successful, schemes could 

receive a share of a £410,000 

regeneration fund already set 

aside for projects in the borough.   

 ‘We entered the TYS2 scheme to 

draw attention to the horti-

cultural neglect of our green,’ says 

resident Neal McDonald. ‘We 

believe that, as an officially 

designated Public Open Space 

(POS), Friars Gardens does not 

meet the council’s own criteria.  

As well as being under-utilised 

and uninviting, the gardens fail to 

provide children’s facilities, 

disabled access and community 

multi-use, which are required for 

a POS. Facilities such as benches, 

fences and gates are not up to the 

spec of those in other local parks.’    

     Multi-use proposal 

FOFGA propose to open up the 

space to benefit everyone. They 

would provide extra entrances (at 

the moment, there’s only one un-

wieldy gate), upgrade the chain-

link fence and create paths. There 

would be benches, a wildflower 

garden and a soft-tarmac, fenced-

off play area for small children.  

 Apart from improved planting, 

the main area of the park would 

remain more or less the same.  

Current users, such as dog 

walkers, would be able to con-

tinue their activities, with the 

benefit of paths to walk on and 

multiple benches to relax on. 

   All the TYS2 schemes that 

are competing for funds 

require pledges of financial 

support from the public, 

published on the crowdfunding 

website: Spacehive.com. 

   At the beg inning  of 

February, Garden 4 Everyone, 

the only project in Acton, had 

33 pledges of financial support 

and FOFGA was still awaiting 

the council’s  decision.  

 

The newsletter of the Churchfield Community  

Association (CCA)  Issue 41, Winter 2016 

Make Friars Gardens fabulous again! 
Juliet Pospielovsky  

The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working 

around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area  

STOP PRESS!! 

As we go to print, Ealing Council 

has just given its agreement in 

principle to award £45,000 

towards rejuvenating this green 

on condition that the proposal 

gets a further £1,000 in Paypal 

pledges on FOFGA’s crowd-

fundraising site before the end of 

March. 

To pledge £2, £5, £10 or more, go to: 

www.spacehive.com/TYS2-garden-4-

everyone 

To comment: 

 Email friarsgardensW3@gmail.com 

 Twitter @FriarsGardensW3 

 Facebook www.facebook.com/

Friends-of-Friars-Gardens 

Churchfield Community 

Association   

Friars Gardens could be transformed 

http://www.spacehive.com/TYS2-garden-4-everyone
http://www.spacehive.com/TYS2-garden-4-everyone
mailto:friarsgardensW3@gmail.com
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Coming soon to the old bowling 

green in Acton Park is a putting 

course. I talked to owner, David 

Beamish, about his new venture 

‘Putt in the Park’.  

The idea began three years 

ago with a course in Wands-

worth Park, and was followed up 

last year with another in 

Battersea Park.  I went to both.  

They are twelve-hole courses, 

designed to be challenging but 

natural looking, and playable for 

anyone over three years old. 

Forget crazy golf; this is not 

castles and swans.   

David, a golfer himself, says 

hardened rubber putters and 

golf balls are used and the 

challenge comes from the 

topography: slopes, tunnels, 

ridges, water and so on. It takes 

about an hour to go round.  

At fifteen holes, Acton’s course 

will be larger, but otherwise 

similar to Wandsworth and 

Battersea, where they renewed 

or replaced park buildings to 

provide cafés.  

In Acton, the bowls pavilion is 

being retained, and renovated 

inside to provide a café and bar. 

There will be outside seating 

under umbrellas, plus toilets 

including a disabled toilet. The 

opening date is uncertain, but 

possibly around Easter.  

Charges are to be fixed. The 

other courses charge £6 for 

children, £8 for adults and £24 

for a family of four. Hours are 

likely to be 9am to dusk. 

Corporate and schools use will 

be encouraged.  

Could this be a venue for a 

CCA summer tournament? 

 

Watch the Birdie  

Next to the golf course, the café 

has recently been reopened. Run 

by Mike and Birdie, it has a 

retro design and is now called 

‘Birdie’s’. 

They are serving interesting, 

healthy, hot and cold food, and 

there’s a revamped area for 

children.  Well worth a visit! 

EVENTS  
See: www.churchfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

 

REGULAR CCA EVENTS 

  ‘First Wednesday’ Socials:                  

Attendance at our First Wednesday 

Socials has been sporadic.  After 

discussions at exec meetings, we have 

decided not to continue with them.        

We are considering alternative ways of 

bringing people together and other social 

events.  We would welcome your ideas 

and views. Please contact our new chair, 

Chris Hurley: actonhurleys@aol.com 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 CCA Supper Quiz:                     

Saturday 12 March, 7 for 7.30pm at 

L’Oriental, Churchfield Road                                                     

Quiz and buffet. Cost: £10 — must book 

and pay in full prior to event.      

Contact: paultalbot1961@gmail.com   

 Pass On A Poem:                                    

Saturday 14 May, 7.00–9.30pm,                         

at the home of Sara & Malcolm                                                   

Read a poem or just come and listen              

Contact: linda@poetshouse.net 

 CCA Summer Garden Party:                      

Saturday 25 June, 4-7pm                        

Enjoy a drink and food in a beautiful 

garden. Just bring a bottle &/or dish     

of food. Keep an eye on the website for 

further information 
 

ACTON HISTORY GROUP  

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/ 

Details: David Bays 020 8992 0287 

Free to members; non-members: £2   

(Membership £10 a year) 

     Most meetings: 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays            

at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount                               

 ‘An American President in Ealing —

John Quincy Adams’ … and how  

the book evolved:                                    

Talk by Paul Fitzmaurice, Little Ealing 

Group 7.30pm, 9 March  

 Walk in Little Ealing:  with members 

of the Little Ealing Group. 

   5.30-7.30pm, 13 April. Meet at 

Northfields Station; end at The Plough 

 Circular Walk in Bedford Park:  

with David Budworth                        

5.30-7.30pm, 11 May. Meet corner of the 

The Avenue / Bath Road, just outside 

the west end of St Michael and All 

Angels; end at The Tabard pub 

 AGM & 30th Anniversary of Acton 

History Group celebration:     

7.30pm, 8 June 

Correction to an item in our Autumn Newsletter 2015 

Apologies for an error in the front page story of our last newsletter where it 

said ‘Acton has been home to a dozen or so cinemas, the largest of which 

was a manor house just off Acton Lane.’ It should have read: ‘Acton has 

been home to a dozen or so cinemas, the largest of which was the Savoy at 

East Acton. There was also an old manor house just off East Acton Lane.’ 

Churchfield Community Association   

Slopes, water and tunnels  

Maureen Colledge 

Wandsworth Putt in the Park — keep an eye on developments in Acton Park! 

  Keep an eye on the CCA website   
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Over forty people turned out on a 

cold night in January to hear the 

arguments for and against the 

expansion of Heathrow.  

Expansion has measures for 

reducing noise and pollution 

Speaking for expansion, Tony 

Caccavone, Programme Director of 

t h e  H e a t h r o w  E x p a n s i o n 

Programme, told us that there 

would be up to 40,000 extra jobs, 

and up to 1,000 apprenticeships.  

He spoke of industry standards, 

cheap travel and concessions for 

staff, and the measures planned 

for reducing noise and pollution 

from aircraft and freight traf-

fic. He promised that, even with 

the increased traffic, aircraft noise 

would not be more than it is today.  

His description of the tunnel 

under the M25 to accommodate 

increased traffic was fascinating.  

Against expansion, John Stew-

art of  HACAN (Heathrow 

Association for the Control of 

Aircraft Noise) spoke from the 

heart without notes. He doubted 

the expansion of Heathrow would 

provide as many jobs as promised. 

He urged all Acton residents to 

spend a day in Putney or Kew 

Gardens listening to the planes  

overhead, and asking ourselves if 

such noise would upset us if we too 

lived under a flight path.   

HACAN queries costs,      

noise and job numbers 

He queried the cost of expansion 

and said that BA is currently 

against the third runway. If taxes 

are ever placed on aviation fuel, 

he said, the demand for flights 

would decrease, resulting in more 

than enough room for all. 

Questions from the floor focused 

mostly on the likely levels of 

pollution and noise we might 

expect in Acton. A point was made 

that extra pollution will come from 

increased numbers of diesel-

fuelled lorries going to and from 

the airport, not just the planes. 

Continued investment in quieter 

aircraft, it was suggested, would 

mean that noise would gradually 

cease to be a major problem. 

Both speakers talked of London 

as a brand that draws trade and 

visitors from all over the world 

and benefits the whole of the UK.  

Tony believes that we need 

Heathrow to expand to maintain 

our position in the world. John 

thinks that London is such a 

powerful magnet that people and 

business will come anyway, even if 

they have to disembark elsewhere.    

Rupa Huq MP said that Ealing 

Council has yet to decide its 

position, but she doesn't like the 

noise of aircraft that she can hear 

from her home in South Ealing.  

The Government is expected to 

make a decision in June. A show of 

hands at the end gave victory to 

the anti-expansionists — but only 

just.  What do you think? 

The great Heathrow debate 
Maire Lowe 

Are refugees welcome in Ealing? 

Sara Nathan and Maire Lowe 

We had an energising AGM and 

Open Meeting on 18 November 

2015, with a record attendance. 

Both speakers in the ‘Are refugees 

welcome in Ealing?’ debate 

delivered sensible ideas.  

Simon Cuff from Citizens UK 

spoke eloquently about the refugee 

situation and Ealing’s support for 

refugees. The Council has pledged 

accommodation for 20 families; 

Citizens UK are asking them to 

increase this number to 50.   

A fact sheet showed what can 

be done about the crisis, plus a 

proposal that schools sign up as a 

‘Refugee Welcome School’. If you’d 

like to be involved with Citizens 

UK, contact: sara@natsing.co.uk. 

Julian Bell, Leader of Ealing 

Council, spoke of the council's 

pledge to accept a number 

of  refugees, and the borough's 

good record in extending friend-

ship to people fleeing the 

consequences of war.  

Members of the audience 

pointed out the scarcity of public 

housing in Ealing. Proposals for 

modular housing and other 

solutions are being considered.  

Rev Nick Jones, Rector of St. 

Mary's Church, said he’s positive 

about plans to settle some 

refugees in the borough, and spoke 

about a conference on refugees 

organised by the council.  

It was an animated and 

interesting debate. 

A neighbourhood forum for Acton 
Anthony Fowler, CANForum interim chair 

On 25 January, Acton residents 

gained legal powers over local 

property development when the 

Central Acton Neighbourhood For-

um (CANForum) was designated 

(i.e. approved) by the council.  

This is the third neighbourhood 

forum in the borough of Ealing. 

CANForum roughly covers Acton 

north of the Uxbridge Road and 

south of the Central Line and A40. 

It has taken more than two 

years and a change in the law for 

the forum to be designated. We 

now have powers to make 

planning policy for our area.  

We are asking residents and 

businesses to join so that together 

we can work out what’s needed in 

our area. We will then write a 

development plan. If interested, 

please join at: www.canforum.org.  

We are planning a launch party 

when the management committee 

will be elected. This will be on 

Wednesday 16 March, 7pm at St 

Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount.  

If you would like to join the 

committee, please submit an 

application via the website by 

Monday 29 February. 

Do come to the launch party! 



    

   CCA website:  www.churchfield.org   

  Great way to start the festive season 

Susi Kirkwood 

A great way for CCA members and 

friends to start the festive season 

is the annual CCA Christmas 

Party on the first Sunday in 

December.  

It gives us the chance to meet 

new people who live and work in 

our neighbourhood, as well as 

catching up with others.  

The restaurant area of The 

Rocket pub provided an ideal 

venue, with a beautifully 

decorated Christmas tree, and 

festive decorations on each table.  
As we chatted over drinks, we 

were invited to take part in a 

raffle. Prizes had been donated, 

and the raffle raised £84 which 

was sent to the British Red Cross 

‘Europe Refugee Crisis Appeal’.   

We then enjoyed a delicious 

buffet supper, created by The 

Rocket’s chefs, with chocolate 

brownies to finish.  Many thanks 

to all who attended for making it a 

fun evening.  
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To contact the CCA:  

Secretary: Maire Lowe 

Email:  churchfieldassoc@yahoo.co.uk 

CCA email group: 

Actoncentralemailgroup@yahoogroups.com 

Website: www.churchfield.org 
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     JOIN THE CCA    
 Vote at meetings  

 Receive invitations to members’ events 

 Join the Acton Central email group 

Annual Membership fee 

Single—£8 (£3.50 concessions);  

£5 standing order (£2 concessions) 

Household—£12; £7.50 standing order 

Enjoyable buzz at first quiz of 2016 
Susi Kirkwood  

After the Adam Faith plaque in 

Acton Park, Ealing Civic Society, 

supported by Acton History Group, 

has put in a bid for a plaque to 

Eric Ravilious. 

Ravilious was born on 22 July 

1903 at 96 Churchfield Road, to 

Frank and Emma Ravilious. 

Frank was an upholsterer but, 

after going bankrupt, moved the 

family to Eastbourne in 1907. The 

name continued in Acton, though, 

with Ravilious Outfitters in the 

High Street until the 1990s. 

Eric became a famous water-

colourist, designer, engraver and 

book illustrator. Studying under 

Paul Nash, he made his name 

painting murals for Morley 

College and with his lithographs of 

English landscapes in the 1930s. 

He designed Coronation mugs 

for Wedgwood, glass for Stuart 

Crystal, furniture for Dunbar Hay 

and ads for London Transport.  

Sadly, on a rescue mission off 

Iceland as a war artist in 1942, his 

plane  disappeared.  He was 39. 
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  A plaque to Eric Ravilious 

David Bays 

Eric Ravilious: diverse artwork in a short life 

How welcome was the cheery 

atmosphere at L’Oriental for our 

first quiz of 2016 on January 9th!  

Packed with CCA members and 

friends, the room buzzed with 

conversation as we enjoyed a 

delicious Lebanese supper, while 

quiz maestros, Paul and Philippe, 

asked for team names, and 

distributed puzzlers.  

Deciphering a list of currency 

codes generated some wild 

guesses. And well done to those 

who worked out the relationship 

between ‘got up’, and a flower. 

There was an ingenious range of 

levels and topics. Does anyone 

know the sixth letter of the Greek 

alphabet? There were questions 

with a red theme, and some about 

colourful music tracks.  

In the end, the prized box of 

Quality Street went to the Rural 

Jurors, with 127 points.  

Closely following were: The 

Suppressors, The Professor and 

The Misfits, Acton Suspiciously, 

Junior Doctors’ Support Group,   

and The Mudlarks.  

To ensure your place at the next 

Supper Quiz on 12 March, make 

sure you book early!  


