
On the south-east corner of Acton 

Park is something a bit like Dr 

Who’s Tardis – much bigger on the 

inside than its exterior would 

suggest. But this isn't a disused 

police callbox but a former public 

toilet –  now ‘The Art Block’.  

And what goes on there today is 

quite different from its past, too. 

On a typical afternoon, bath salts 

are hand-made, cakes baked using 

ingredients from their allotment, 

and a torch robot created from a 

ping pong ball and tinfoil.  

This is the world of A.P.P.L.E. 

Everybody does everything 

Approaching its twentieth anni-

versary, A.P.P.L.E (Acton Play 

Projects and Leisure Events) was 

founded as a charity for children 

and young people by a group of 

local parents.  

Sessions are free, drop-in and 

open access. There’s a wide choice 

of activities and young people can 

move between them as they please.  

Everybody does everything: 

planning activities, sharing chores, 

eating together, clearing up. The 

role of staff and volunteers is to 

support as invisibly as possible.  

Last year, more than a hundred 

children and young people, ranging 

from eight to eighteen, came to 

A.P.P.L.E every week. 

‘Unique’ 

On a recent visit, Acton’s MP Rupa 

Huq said: ‘A.P.P.L.E is great as it’s 

somewhere that older kids can go.  

‘It’s really unique in recognising 

that the eight-plus age group also 

need places to go in the holidays 

and at other times, and offers such 

a diverse range of activities.  

‘Long may it prosper!’ 

In trouble 

Like most charities, however, 

A.P.P.L.E is suffering from cuts in 

grants from many of its long-term 

supporters, and recently narrowly 

avoided a financial meltdown. It 

would be criminal to lose this 

fabulous organisation that has 

helped so many local young people 

– an age group difficult to reach.  

The CCA is looking into joining 

with other Acton groups to raise 

some significant funds for 

A.P.P.L.E. It is already our prefer-

red charity, benefiting from most 

of our own fundraising. If you 

think another organisation might 

be interested in joining with us in 

this, do let us know. 

 
The newsletter of the Churchfield Community  
Association (CCA)  Issue 43, Autumn 2016 

Acton's TARDIS 

Nancy Duin 

The Churchfield Community Association welcomes people living and working 
around Churchfield Road who are interested in making a difference to our area  

    To find out more, visit A.P.P.L.E’s website: apple-play.com  

Donate individually at: https://mydonate.bt.com/charitysearch. html and search for ‘A.P.P.L.E’ 
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EVENTS  

See: www.churchfield.org 

Find us on Facebook 

REGULAR CCA EVENTS 

  ‘First Wednesday’ Socials:                  

We are trying out our First Wednesdays 

again. Informal meetings for those who 

live or work in the area—ALL welcome                                      

From 8pm (see website for details)                             

The next one will be at L’Oriental: 

Wednesday 7 December 

If you have other ideas for social activities, 

please contact our chair, Chris Hurley: 

actonhurleys@aol.com 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 CCA AGM and open meeting:                 

Wednesday 23 November, 7 for 7.30pm 

at St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount 
Free buffet from L'Oriental & a drink. 

Open meeting with speakers: ‘Acton’s 

built environment and regeneration’ 

 Pass On A Poem:                                    

Friday 25 November, 7 to 9.30pm         

at the home of Cathy and Dave         

Read a poem or just come and listen              

Contact: linda@poetshouse.net 

 CCA Christmas Party:                

Sunday 4 December, 7 to 10pm                

The Rocket, 11 Churchfield Road, W3              

Please save this date. Check the website   

for information and booking details.      

Let Maureen know if you’d like to come:      

bayscolledge@talktalk.net      

 CCA Supper Quiz:                            

Next quiz in the new year,                       

7 for 7.30pm at L’Oriental                

Quiz and buffet. Cost: £10 — must book 

and pay in full prior to event.      

Contact: paultalbot1961@gmail.com   

 

ACTON HISTORY GROUP  

www.actonhistory.co.uk/acton/ 

Details: David Bays 020 8992 0287 

Free to members; non-members: £2 

(Membership £10 a year) 

     All meetings: 7.30pm, 2nd Wednesdays  

St Mary’s Church Hall, opp Morrison's  

 ‘We Love Acton’:                                    

Talk about the project and resulting 

book by Jeff Bridle                       

7.30pm, 9 November 

 ‘David Garrick & his family in 

Acton’ + Christmas Party:           

Talk by Frances Hughes 

   7.30pm, 14 December 

 ‘War Memorials at St. Martin’s 

Church’:                                           

Talk by Clive Davis                     

7.30pm, 11 January 2017 

Churchfield Community Association   

 

 
 

Pitching and putting in Acton Park 
Maureen Colledge 

Seventeen of us pitched up for 

an evening in August, to try out 

the new Putt in the Park in 

Acton Park on one of the 

warmest evenings of the year.  

Teams of three or four were 

formed and we set off with 

rubber clubs and balls to meet 

the challenge of fifteen holes.  

The course is cleverly 

designed so that even novice 

players can occasionally score a 

hole in one. But with 

hummocks, sand pits and water 

features some sections are 

decidedly tricky. 

Fortunately, the rules of the 

game specify that, if you 

haven’t potted your ball after 

six tries, you just score ‘six’ and 

move on; otherwise some of us 

might still be there!  

Most of us scored between 

sixty and seventy – but, hey, it 

wasn’t winning that counted 

but the taking part. And 

everyone seemed to enjoy that.  

Another event will be planned 

in 2017 when the evenings get 

lighter.  

CCA members try their hands at pitch and putt.  

It wasn’t winning that counted but just taking part. 

CCA AGM & OPEN MEETING 

Wednesday 23 November — 7 for 7.30pm  

At St Mary’s Church Hall, The Mount, Acton W3 

 7.30–7.45pm: Annual General Meeting  

 7.45–8.15pm: Free buffet from L'Oriental and a free drink 

 8.15–9.15pm: Open meeting : 

‘Acton's built environment and regeneration’ 

Nicholas Boys Smith, Founding Director of ‘Create Streets’  

Carol Sam, Ealing Council Regeneration Manager   

Speaker from ‘Defend Council Housing’ 

 

Nominations for the posts of Chair, Secretary and Treasurer, and 

for members of the Executive, to be received 14 days prior to the 

AGM, by 9 November — in writing to the Chair,                          

Chris Hurley: actonhurleys@aol.com  

mailto:actonhurleys@aol.com
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... so sang The Band in 1971. In 

July 2016, Acton carnival 

concentrated our minds for only a 

few days. On the day itself, the 

CCA had its usual stall, the sun 

was out, the volume of the music 

was mainly painless and a good 

time was had by all.  

But our takings were a lot 

lower than previous years – just 

£140.45. One of our members, 

Frances Ridgway, is attempting 

to sell on eBay some of the games 

and toys donated, to see if we can 

increase that amount.  

In the event, we donated £200 

to A.P.P.L.E, the children and 

young people’s charity in Acton 

Park (see front page for more 

information). 

Having been in charge of the 

stall for many years, I’m now 

bowing out of taking full 

responsibility. I’m happy to help 

but I think it’s time for someone 

else to take the reins, particularly 

of the stall itself.  

It may be that the CCA no 

longer wants to be represented at 

the carnival, although it is really 

the only time when we join with 

all parts of our community.  

Time will tell! 

‘Life is a carnival ...’ 

Nancy Duin 

  Keep an eye on the CCA website   

Plaque unveiled for Eric Ravilious 

David Bays 

The famous artist and designer 

Eric Ravilious began his life in 

Acton at 96 Churchfield Road. He 

has now been commemorated with 

a plaque, to be erected at that 

address, marking where he was 

born in 1903 and lived until 1907. 

The Mayor, Ravilious family 

members and representatives 

from Ealing Civic Society, Acton 

History Group (AHG), and the 

CCA gathered at L’Oriental to 

hear tributes from Andy Friend, 

who has researched Ravilious’s 

life and work, and his grand-

daughter, Ella, who recounted 

some family memories. 

The Mayor and Ella Ravilious 

unveiled the plaque. Its cost has 

been met by the Council through 

the Acton Central Ward Forum. 

Estate agents, Aston Rowe, have 

agreed to erect the plaque and 

the owners of the building have 

given permission for its erection 

and to keeping it visible.  

Eric Ravilious was born on 22 

July 1903 to Frank and Emma.  

Frank was an upholsterer but, 

after going bankrupt, moved the 

family to Eastbourne in 1907. 

Eric became a famous water-

colour painter, book illustrator, 

designer and engraver. Studying 

under British painter, Paul Nash, 

he made his name painting 

murals for Morley College and, in 

the 1930s, lithographs of English 

landscapes. He designed Corona-

tion mugs for Wedgewood, glass 

for Stuart Crystal, furniture for 

Dunbar Hay and advertisements 

for London Transport.  

He became a war artist but, in 

1942, on an air-sea rescue 

mission off Iceland, the Hudson 

plane in which he was flying 

disappeared. He died aged only 

thirty-nine. 

L to R: Cllr Crawford; the Mayor—Cllr Walker; David Bays—chair of AHG; 
Cllr Gullaid and Ella Ravilious—granddaughter of Eric Ravilious 
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To contact the CCA:  

Secretary: Maire Lowe 

Email:  hello@churchfield.org 

Website: www.churchfield.org 

     JOIN THE CCA    
 Vote at meetings  
 Receive invitations to members’ events 
 Join the Acton Central email group 

Annual Membership fee 

(Standing orders only)  

Single/Business — £ £5 (£2 concessions) 

Household — £7.50  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a new feature where you 

can get to know some of us a bit 

more. 

I joined the CCA Executive 

about six years ago, becoming 

Chair at the AGM last Novem-

ber. I had previously been the 

membership officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was a civil servant for thirty 

years. Then, when my office 

relocated out of London in 2009, 

I decided to take some time out 

and do some more things locally.  

I moved to Acton in 1982 and 

love it here. My two daughters 

attended Derwentwater School 

where I was a parent governor. 

But, as a single parent and 

working full time in central 

London, it was not easy to get 

involved in many local activities.  

Once I had some more time on 

my hands, however, I jumped at 

the chance to get involved with 

the CCA. 

Since I became chair we have 

welcomed members from the 

FGRA (Friary Green Residents 

Association). I had previously 

been a member of the FGRA 

executive because of my concern 

about plans to demolish the 

Friary Park estate.  

These plans now seem to be on 

the back burner, but the idea of 

demolishing much needed social 

housing seems crazy to me. I am 

lucky enough to live in a housing 

co-operative myself and have 

always taken a keen interest in 

the topic. 

I now work part time for a 

trade union, the UCU, which 

represents university and college 

lecturers. As a socialist I am a 

supporter of Jeremy Corbyn, 

though I am very aware of the 

fact that the CCA is a non-

political body with executive 

members from all shades of the 

political spectrum.  

I would like the CCA to build 

on the work we are already 

doing, to increase our member-

ship and to become ever more 

diverse and inclusive.  

  Meet the Executive 

Chris Hurley (CCA Chair) 

Chris Hurley, retired civil servant with strong interest in local affairs 


